
        
            
                
            
        

    

    OTCW001 – An Antique Land


	
	
		[A DEEP THRUM CONTINUES FOR JUST A LITTLE LONGER THAN IS COMFORTABLE]


[An electric whirr and a heavy, mechanical KA-CHUNK]


[We hear a soundscape of heavy, old machinery working not entirely as intended. Gears grind against each other slowly.]


[A door opens with a depressurising hiss. From it, LUNA stumbles a few steps and collapses onto the cold metal floor.]


LUNA


Help… Help.


[Gradually, four more depressurising hisses as pod doors open, then footsteps.]


LEVI


Is everyone okay?


RILEY


Over here! Someone’s hurt!


ZACK


Hi there, can you tell me your name?


LUNA


Luna.


ZACK


Nice to meet you, Luna. I’m Zack. Are you hurt anywhere?


LUNA


No… It’s really cold.


ZACK


Hm, I think there should be some blankets around here somewhere.


MIRA


Are you a doctor?


ZACK


Er… Yeah. I think I must be.


LEVI


(to Riley and Mira) Come on, let’s leave them to it.


MIRA


We need to check the other pods anyway.


[Footsteps as the others leave]


LUNA


Where am I? What’s going on? I can’t think…


ZACK


It’s okay. This happens sometimes. Waking up can have a really disorientating effect. It should start to fade in a few hours.


LUNA


You’ve seen this before?


ZACK


Well, technically I haven’t seen anything before. But I remember doing it plenty. What about you?


LUNA


I don’t know. My memories don’t make sense. I’m planting seeds. Making clouds. Or… I remember a laboratory. Was I a farmer? Or, no, I used to work with geology? It’s all a mess.


ZACK


It’s okay, they should start to straighten out soon. Not exactly surprising the wake-up can leave you jumbled. Being born is hard enough when you do it as a baby!


LUNA


What?


ZACK


Sorry. Bad joke.


LUNA


It feels like they’re not my memories.


ZACK


No, not originally. But they’re yours now.


LUNA


I don’t know if I like that.


[Zack doesn’t know what to say to this.]


ZACK


Hang on, I’ll see if I can find you one of those blankets.





[Meanwhile, in another area of the awakening room:]


RILEY


So how do we open all these?


LEVI


They’re supposed to open automatically, like ours. We should wait for Zack before we do anything that might interfere with the stasis procedure.


MIRA


We don’t know how long he’ll be. That confused woman might –


LEVI


Her name’s Luna.


MIRA


Of course.


LEVI


I’m Levi, by the way. Good to meet you both.


RILEY


Right! Yes. I’m Riley.


MIRA


Mira. Anyway, we should see what we can do about these pods ourselves.


LEVI


Do you know anything about stasis tech?


MIRA


Well, this software interface is familiar, so…


[Mira taps the screen a few times]


MIRA


…But I’ve no frame of reference for the read-outs. There’s definitely someone inside, and I think the stasis field is active.


RILEY


Guess your skills are more software than wetware.


MIRA


Seems so. (calling over) Doct– Zack, can you have a look at this please?


[Zack jogs over to the pod.]


ZACK


Yes, how can I help? I found some blankets, by the way, if anyone’s –


MIRA


Perhaps later. Can you determine if this person is still alive?


LEVI


There’s no reason to think they’re dead, Mira. That’s just what suspended animation look like.


MIRA


None of us have ever done this before. It’s at least worth having someone with medical knowledge check them out.


RILEY


So, what do we do if they’re dead?


[Zack taps at the pod’s controls]


[An ‘EEEHHHH’ error sound]


ZACK


Looks like the terminal’s not fully working. There’s not really any way to tell without opening it up. Sleep and death are, well –


MIRA


I understand, thank you.


LEVI


No need to be rude.


MIRA


I’m not being rude. This isn’t right. We’re all supposed to wake up at the same time. The sooner we can figure out what’s gone wrong, the better we can address it.


RILEY


Are we sure this isn’t normal?


MIRA


Yeah, we’re supposed to – It just… feels like we’re all supposed to be here.


LEVI


Together. Yeah, I feel that too.


ZACK


Do we know how many of us are there supposed to be?


LEVI


Let’s see. There are about twenty pods, and space enough for, what, fifty?


RILEY


Well, there are five of us.


LEVI


More once we get the other pods open. Somehow.


RILEY


Okay, maybe I didn’t get the right memories or something, but you both seem to have a much better handle on how this is all supposed to go, so…?


MIRA


Look, as far as I’m concerned, there should be fifty of us awake right now, and once the doctor has checked us over we make our way to see the Commander. But we can’t go anywhere until we’re all awake, so we need to get as many of these pods open as possible. In the meantime, we figure out the situation.


RILEY


The situation is that everything’s broken.


LEVI


Then we fix it. Once everyone’s awake, then we can decide whether to panic. As a team!


RILEY


I’m not panicking, Levi.


ZACK


Right, if I’m not needed right now, I should go check on Luna.


LEVI


How is she?


RILEY


She seemed kind of upset when she woke up.


ZACK


I think it’s just memory troubles. Sometimes, with long periods of suspended animation, the mind kind of… mixes everything up.


LEVI


I suppose that’s the risk with implanted memories.


ZACK


They don’t always merge how they’re supposed to, especially if they aren’t being drawn on. Now she’s conscious, she should be able to start making sense of things soon.


RILEY


I think I might have that too, ‘cause, to be honest, I’m feeling really out of my depth.


ZACK


We can check. What’s your name?


RILEY


Riley.


ZACK


What’s your designation?


RILEY


GT-97221.


ZACK


Do you know where you are?


RILEY


The Ozymandias Contingency Seed Vault.


ZACK


What’s our next task?


RILEY


Find the Commander.


ZACK


Do you remember your parents?


RILEY


Uh… Yeah. Yeah, I think so.


ZACK


How many?


RILEY


How many… parents?


ZACK


Uh-huh.


RILEY


Two.


ZACK


And do you know their names?


RILEY


…No. No, I don’t remember their names!


ZACK


That’s okay. That’s right. That’s how it’s supposed to be, your different memories have merged and shed the specifics. It’s the most common failure point for the process.


RILEY


Oh. Right. Okay.


ZACK


So there’s nothing obviously wrong. Can you do two clockwise pirouettes for me, then one anticlockwise?


RILEY


What?


ZACK


It’s a calibration test. Right…


[Riley spins twice, then one the other way]


RILEY


Indigo! …Why did I say that?


ZACK


It means the test has worked and you’re fine. I think you’re all good.


RILEY


But I still feel… Confused? And sort of sick?


ZACK


I think that might just be anxiety.


MIRA


We’re all anxious. This isn’t how the wake-up is supposed to go.


LEVI


There are meant to be more of us.


MIRA


Actually Zack, could you bring Luna over here? I want to take stock of who we have.


[Footsteps as Zack departs]


LEVI


Give her a minute, she’s still recovering.


MIRA


We don’t know what’s going on yet, but so far the five of us is all we have. I mean to find out what resources we have available.


[More footsteps as Luna and Zack rejoin]


LEVI


Luna, how are you feeling?


LUNA


Alright, I think. A bit weird.


ZACK


The memories should be starting to settle down.


MIRA


Speaking of, what mix does everyone have? I’m mainly remembering administration and programming and I think I might have some memories of being a naval captain. My current instinctive priority is to report the Commander, so I assume I’m meant to be in a leadership position.


LEVI


Hang on, I also feel a need to report to the Commander. What does that have to do with leadership?


RILEY


Me too. It might just be a general urge everyone gets when we wake-up.


ZACK


Well, I think my priority is to ensure you’re all healthy and well, but that’s probably a specific “medical staff” thing. I definitely remember being in front of a classroom, too. Rows of smiling faces. So I think there’s some teacher in there as well.


MIRA


Right. Levi? Who are you? What’s your role?


LEVI


I don’t know about my “role,” but I definitely remember a lot of… academics, I suppose. Psychological studies, engineering projects, city plans…


MIRA


Not much immediately useful, then.


LEVI


I guess not.


RILEY


Uh, right. So I’ve got… I remember… There’s a lot of physics in my head. Did I win some kind of prize? Well, someone won a prize, I suppose. There’s also some robotics in there, but it’s…


MIRA


What?


RILEY


– mainly theoretical.


LEVI


That’s alright, Riley. I’m mainly theoretical too.


MIRA


Look, I’m just trying to make sure we know who we are. Or at least what we can do. Sorry if I’ve been curt. I know it’s a high-pressure situation for all of us.


(gentler) Luna, do you… Can you remember anything besides… this?


LUNA


(pauses) I was thinking I might be a farmer? I can remember being outside. The rain. Weather. I feel like I want to… coax things back to life again. Does that make sense?


MIRA


Sounds like terraforming to me.


LUNA


Maybe.


ZACK


Well, that’s a pretty good spread of skills long-term.


LEVI


We don’t know what the others can do yet – we need to figure out how to wake up them up before we can consider long term.


MIRA


They’re safe for now. If we don’t have anyone who knows how to work a stasis pod, then our immediate duty is to report to the Commander.


ZACK


Yeah, chances are they’ll know what to do next.


LEVI


I’m not leaving until we figure out how to get the others out.


MIRA


And how do you propose to do that?


LEVI


Well, ours activated automatically. Maybe we just need to trigger the right sequence. You and Riley have some technical know-how, maybe you can –


MIRA


Hang on. Where is Riley?


LUNA


I think they snuck off.


LEVI


Probably exploring. I say let them have some space. They’re having a difficult time of it as well.


MIRA


We’re all having a difficult time.


ZACK


Okay, then maybe let’s you and me have a look at this pod.


MIRA


Fine.





[Meanwhile, in the corridor just outside the awakening chamber:]


[Exploring footsteps, curious but uncertain]


[They pick up a broken device and examine it]


RILEY


Hm.


[They tinker with it for a few moments]


[There is a small whirr as it starts to activate]


RILEY


Hah! Got it.


[The whirr stops abruptly]


[Clunk, futz, and brief sparking]


RILEY


Shit.


[Riley discards the device and continues exploring]


[In the distance: a strange discordant WHISTLE, almost too soft here]


[Riley stops to listen]


[The whistle comes again – unnerving, not quite musical and faintly organic]


RILEY


Hello?


[Silence, aside from Riley’s footsteps]


[A dripping noise]


RILEY


Hello? Is there – Urgh!


[Squelch – their hand touches something wet and biological on the wall]


RILEY


The fuck…?


LEVI


(calling from a distance) Riley!


RILEY


(calling back) Yeah, Levi! I’m here!


[Footsteps as Levi approaches]


LEVI


You okay?


RILEY


Yeah…


LEVI


You wandered off.


RILEY


I didn’t – I just wasn’t sure what I could do back there. Thought I’d see what the rest of the station’s like.


LEVI


And?


RILEY


Broken. Same as the room. Same as the pods. I really don’t like this.


LEVI


Want to know a secret? Neither do I. None of this feels right, does it?


RILEY


No.


[The whistle comes again.]


RILEY


What is that noise?


LEVI


Hm? What?


RILEY


It’s like a whistling.


LEVI


I didn’t – Just now?


RILEY


Uh-huh.


LEVI


Maybe one of the station systems?


RILEY


Yeah. Maybe. And what’s this?


[Levi considers]


LEVI


Slime? I guess?


RILEY


Well, what do we do about it?


LEVI


We don’t touch it and worry about it later. We can explore properly when we’re all together. We shouldn’t wander off alone just now, okay?


[Riley is still preoccupied with the slime.]


LEVI


And stop touching that slime!





[We’re now back in the awakening room]


[Periodic ‘EEEEHHHH’ error noises from the pod controls, until finally:]


MIRA


Damn it!


[She kicks the pod]


[Another error noise]


LUNA


Is there anything I can do to help?


MIRA


Do you know anything about these stasis systems?


LUNA


No. Right now I don’t really know anything at all.


MIRA


Then unless we want to try and force the pods open… Urgh!


[Another error noise]


LUNA


How long have they – have we been in there?


MIRA


I don’t know. I can’t get access to the time logs. A long time.


LUNA


Years?


[Mira exhales]


MIRA


A long time. Not much point to a place like this if it activates as anything other than a last resort.


LUNA


Where were we before?


MIRA


Before what?


LUNA


Before here.


MIRA


We weren’t. We were made, or… more like… grown here and stored for when – Well, I don’t know exactly what’s happened out there but if we’re awake, we’re probably all that’s left.


LUNA


All that’s left of what?


MIRA


Civilisation. We’re a sort of… last resort. For humanity. If something really catastrophic happened. You really don’t remember any of this?


LUNA


Maybe. It sounds familiar, but I can’t quite reach it.


MIRA


It’s a lot to take in. Are you ok?


LUNA


I think so. Or…I will be.


[Beat]


So we’re not real?


MIRA


Of course we’re real. Just because we’ve been made with a purpose doesn’t mean we’re not real.


[Footsteps as Zack comes up to them]


ZACK


Hey, great news! I found one of the storage cupboards and it’s still stocked with water. Here.


[The sound of clinking glass as he hands over two bottles]


MIRA


Thanks.


[Drinking noises]


MIRA


What’s the state of the supplies? Are they still in decent condition?


ZACK


There’s a lot missing.


MIRA


That doesn’t make sense. Who else would have taken them? It doesn’t –


[The sudden sound of electric sparking from machinery]


MIRA


Shit, the pod. One second.


[She hops over to the pod]


[More error sounds as she starts pressing buttons]


LUNA


Mira, is everything alright?


MIRA


I don’t know. Zack, can you check on the woman inside?


ZACK


Yeah, she looks –


[A popping sound, then the noise of something igniting.]


ZACK


Mira, look out!


MIRA


I’m looking out! Everyone get back!


[An alarm begins to sound]


COMPUTER


Please stand away from the doors.


[A sudden loud slamming noise: the doors have come down]


[Crackling as the fire spreads]


MIRA


What the hell?


ZACK


I think we’re sealed in!


COMPUTER


Fire suppression system unresponsive.


ZACK


Seriously?


LUNA


Nothing in here works.


COMPUTER


Possible fire containment breach. Preparing full oxygen vent. Please evacuate chamber.


ZACK


(to computer voice) How can we evacuate when you’ve sealed the doors?!


MIRA


Then we’d better get them open. And fast.





[Back in the corridor, LEVI and RILEY are walking back towards the awakening room]


[An alarm starts to blare]


RILEY


What’s that?


[The door in front of them slams closed]


RILEY


Levi!


LEVI


I see it.


[Metallic banging noises]


LEVI


Hey! Hey, open up! Everything okay in there?


[Silence as the alarm continues]


RILEY


Do you think they did it on purpose?


LEVI


No, probably something to do with the alarm.


RILEY


What’s happened? Do you think it was a hull breach or something?


LEVI


No, no way they’d put a room like this close enough to the outer hull for that. Maybe a leak?


[He bangs on the door again, frustrated rather than expectant]


LEVI


We’ve got to get back in there!


RILEY


Hang on, I think there’s… Ah!


[Machinery noises as they pop open a panel, then press the button inside]


RILEY


Hello? Can anyone hear us? Hello?


[No response]


LEVI


Try again.


RILEY


Hello? Zack? Mir–


LUNA


(crackly, speaking over an intercom) Riley! Where are you?


LEVI


We’re outside the door. It just slammed shut.


RILEY


What’s going on?


LUNA


(over the intercom) Something went wrong with one of the pods. Fire’s spreading everywhere.


LEVI


(to Riley) Did you catch that?


RILEY


Something about a fire.


LEVI


(into the intercom) Did you say a fire? Can you get it under control?


ZACK


(over the intercom) It’s spreading really quickly. The computer’s going to vent the oxygen.


LEVI


Zack? That you? Is anyone hurt?


RILEY


Did he say something about oxygen?


LUNA


(intercom, heavy crackling) We need to get the door open. Mira’s trying to get the controls working.


LEVI


What about the others? The pods that are still asleep? Have you been able to get to any of them?


[No response]


[Frantic button-pressing sounds]


[Still no response]


RILEY


It’s dead.





[Back in the awakening room]


[The crackling sounds of fire are getting louder. More machinery is burning]


LUNA


Levi? Riley? They’re gone. Mira, have you found anything in there?


MIRA


(muffled slightly – she’s leaning into machinery) I’m trying. There’s not much light in here.


ZACK


Any idea how long until –


COMPUTER


Oxygen override in five minutes. Please evacuate chamber.


ZACK


Right.


MIRA


I don’t have the equipment for this, and the whole system seems to have locked up. Any thoughts, Zack?


ZACK


Well, with the materials and chemicals stored in this room the smoke is probably going to be pretty toxic…


MIRA


Try not to breathe. Got it.


LUNA


That’s not going to be a problem in a few minutes.


ZACK


Can we turn off the emergency venting?


MIRA


I wouldn’t know where to start. The door’s a better option.


ZACK


What about the others?


MIRA


We can’t help them if we’re also dead.


LUNA


Can we force the door open somehow?


MIRA


It’s completely sealed and not designed to be opened manually. I have to do it through the system.


ZACK


You said the system was fried.


MIRA


It managed to seal us in here, so it must be able to let us out again, if I can –


[Electric sparks indicating that she, in fact, can’t.]


MIRA


Ow! Shit!


LUNA


What happened?


ZACK


Are you hurt?


MIRA


I’m fine. Just give me a moment to focus.


[Their speech audibly starts becoming more labored as the fumes get thicker]


LUNA


(to Zack) Look, maybe we can lift it if we get a bit of purchase.


ZACK


I think there are hydraulics keeping it in place.


LUNA


Mira, can you break the hydraulics?


MIRA


What?


LUNA


You said you can’t fix it – can you break it more?


MIRA


I can try.


[Thunking as Mira moves around in the access hatch]


[There’s a fttz and chnnk as something breaks]


[A hiss as the door lifts slightly]


LUNA


There! I think I can – Zack, give me a hand.


[Luna and Zack strain to lift the heavy door]


[Voices are audible through the new gap:]


RILEY


It’s moving!


LEVI


I see them! (calling, muffled) Are you alright?


ZACK


We’re okay, but we can’t get out –


LUNA


Help us lift this door.


[More straining noises as the door is lifted]


[The flames crackle louder as a rush of new air enters the room]


LEVI


Where’s Mira?


MIRA


I’m here.


[Footsteps as Mira moves to the door to help]


[The door creaks as it is lifted higher – then stops]


LUNA


I’ve got it – you two head under.


MIRA


You sure?


LUNA


Yeah, I think –


COMPUTER


Oxygen vent initiated.


ZACK


What?! You said we had five minutes!


LUNA


Go!


[Hurried footsteps as Mira and Zack duck under the door]


[Machinery starts to whirr… then sputter and die]


LEVI


Come on!


[Another creak as Luna lets go of the door and starts moving through the gap]


[The others cry out as they strain to catch the door]


RILEY


(strained) Come on.


LUNA


Clear!


[The door is released and slams shut]


MIRA


What happened in there?


LUNA


I don’t know. It just… Nothing happened.


RILEY


Everything’s broken.


MIRA


So the fire’s still going?


LEVI


What about the others? The ones still asleep?


MIRA


I’m sorry, Levi, but there’s nothing we can do.


LEVI


No, we can’t just let them –


MIRA


If we open up the door again the fire could spread to the rest of the station. And that would be really, really bad.


LEVI


Maybe we could go back, fight the fire.


MINA


With what? I didn’t see any extinguishers in there… There was barely any water.


LEVI


There must be a system –


RILEY


(repeating) Everything’s broken.


[Beat]


ZACK


Mira’s right. Even if we could stop it, the fire’s caused too much damage by now. Anyone still in their pod is probably already dead.


LEVI


It can’t just be us. This isn’t how it’s supposed to be.


ZACK


I’m sorry, Levi.


MIRA


We need to seal off this area and get to the Commander. Something’s obviously not right here and we need to check in.


LEVI


…Okay.


[He takes a moment to steel himself]


LEVI


Come on, then. First priority is making sure the fire’s contained. Then we need to find some food and water. Then we can look for the Commander. Agreed?


MIRA


Agreed.


RILEY


There’s a doorway through the corridor not far from here – maybe we can seal it, if we need to block this section off.


LEVI


Right, then. Let’s go. Maybe then we can figure out what’s going on.


LUNA


And what happened to everyone else.


[They begin to head down the corridor, their steps echoing off cold metal]


[In the distance: whistling]


	





    OTCW002 – Boundless and Bare



	
		[A low hum, fainter than before, in a cavernous space]


[An ominous whistling sounds in the distance; then a brief pause]


[Mechanical sounds of hydraulics releasing]


MIRA


(a little muffled) Ah! There you go. That’s the release, and…


ZACK


Do you need us to get it the rest of the way?


RILEY


It’s already wide enough to crawl under.


MIRA


No, it’s fine, Riley, could you grab that – Yup, that’s it… Got it!


[Mira grunts in triumph as the door lifts all the way up]


[Everyone makes awed noises as they step through the door]


LUNA


(no longer muffled) It’s huge.


ZACK


Levi, what do you make that, a mile? Two?


LEVI


Two miles, I think… Reminds me of a parade ground. We’re supposed to come here when we wake up. All of us. A whole generation. We line up here.


MIRA


And the Commander gives us our instructions. Tells us what to do.


[Beat.]


LUNA


It’s just us.


LEVI


Yeah.


RILEY


And everything’s broken.


ZACK


Not everything. Most of the lights are still on. And we can still breath, still walk. We’re not floating frozen in the vacuum of space, so most of the station’s vital systems are still working. That’s got to be worth something.


LEVI


Maybe, but it doesn’t tell us much. This place was designed to be completely self-sustaining. To run automatously for thousands, millions of years.


MIRA


Until it was needed.


ZACK


So how long do you think it’s been?


MIRA


Since we woke up, or since the station was activated?


RILEY


How would we measure either?


[Their stomach rumbles right on cue]


LEVI


I’d say that’s a pretty good indicator of how long we’ve been awake.


RILEY


Yeah. Can’t exactly say I’m looking forward to crossing the parade ground on an empty stomach.


MIRA


Crossing it might not actually be the best idea just yet.


LUNA


Why not?


MIRA


Look, lining this whole wall. Doors, just like this one, which takes us down to where we woke up. That room could have held, what? 50 people? 60? Not enough to fill this whole space.


LEVI


You think these other doors lead to more places like that? More people?


MIRA


I don’t know about people, but ours clearly had supplies in it at one point: food, water, additional clothing.


LUNA


So some of the other rooms might still be fully stocked.


MIRA


Exactly.


RILEY


And if we’re lucky, they won’t even be on fire!


MIRA


Not funny, Riley. You remember the door-opening procedure I showed you?


RILEY


Yeah, I think so.


MIRA


Okay, then. You, Levi and Luna start working your way left. Zack and I will take the right. We’ll regroup here if we find anything.


ZACK


Are you sure? If it’s all the same to you I should probably keep an eye on Luna, she –


LUNA


Don’t worry, Zack, it’s okay. I’m doing much better.


ZACK


You’re feeling alright?


LUNA


I’m feeling like an artificially grown person waking up on a broken space station. So not amazing. But there’s no more dizziness.


ZACK


Right. Well, uh –


LUNA


I’ll manage.


MIRA


Okay. Meet back here when we find food.


RILEY


What if we don’t find any?


LEVI


Then I guess we meet back here when we give up. Come on.


[Footsteps as they disperse]


[Across the parade ground, another inhuman whistle]





[In one awakening room: the sounds here are quieter, almost dampened]


[Two sets of footsteps enter]


MIRA


Right, where did you find the storage area when we woke up?


ZACK


Along the back wall. Here, I’ll show you – they’re not exactly hidden, but you need to know what to look for.


[Mira marches across the room while Zack trails behind.]


ZACK


No pods. You think that’s a good sign?


MIRA


Probably. If this room’s never been used, it might still have all its original stores.


ZACK


Let’s hope so. Right, see this here? It’s actually a handle. If you just grip it and…


[The door opens with a slight hiss of depressurisation]


[A beat as they look inside]


MIRA


Empty.


ZACK


That might be a good sign?


MIRA


How is a complete lack of food a good sign?


ZACK


Well, it might mean someone else has already taken it.


MIRA


So maybe there are other people already awake.


ZACK


We might not be quite as alone as we thought.





[Another awakening room: metallic rummaging noises]


LEVI


…Well?


RILEY


No sign of them. Whoever was in here, they’re long gone.


LUNA


Do we know when they would have woken up?


LEVI


It doesn’t seem recent.


RILEY


No. All the readouts are dead. Looks like none of them have had power for a long time.


LUNA


So we definitely weren’t the first to wake up…


[Levi grunts in frustration]


[He kicks something metallic and hollow]


RILEY


Hey! Careful!


LUNA


Levi? Are you alright?


RILEY


Remember last time, when one of these things caught fire?


LEVI


None of this makes any damn sense! We were supposed to wake up together. All of us!


RILEY


Maybe the system decided to stagger it?


LEVI


No, it wouldn’t work like that. There are meant to be thousands of us, hundreds of thousands, all at once. You can’t rebuild a civilisation with fifty people.


RILEY


Or five.


LUNA


Assuming we want to rebuild it at all.


LEVI


What, you don’t think humanity is worth continuing?


LUNA


I don’t know. I’ve never seen it. Neither have you. We’re less than a day old, Levi. Besides, if this place was built on the assumption that, statistically, human civilisation would eventually become extinct, then surely the same thing is true of anything they built?


RILEY


Maybe they expected us to build a space station like this of our own?


[Their joke does not land.]


LUNA


Everything ends.


LEVI


Look, I don’t know what to tell you. We’re meant to have a job, a purpose. We’re meant to all be together.


RILEY


He’s right, Luna. I feel it too. Though I guess I don’t know if that’s just what I’ve been programmed to believe.


LEVI


We’re not computers, Riley. We’re people. We haven’t been programmed to believe anything.


LUNA


But we have been designed.


[Levi takes a deep breath]


LEVI


Let’s drop it, okay? I’m sorry. We’re all tired, hungry and stressed. Whatever we think about our existence, we certainly weren’t supposed to come into the world like this. Let’s keep looking. Luna, did you find those storage spaces Mira was talking about?


LUNA


One of them. Full of empty old wrappers. Some kind of looked like. Anything that consumed looks like it was bottles and rations, they wasn’t already taken.


LEVI


Yeah, that makes sense. Let’s have another look. It’s possible there are a few more cupboards like it here, and maybe one of them hasn’t been picked clean. If not, we try another chamber.


LUNA


Right.


[Footsteps as they disperse to start looking]


RILEY


…Levi?


LEVI


Yeah?


RILEY


What if we missed it? What if everybody else did wake up, and they met the Commander, and took off to rebuild on some distant world.


[Beat.]


RILEY


What if we’ve been left behind?


LEVI


It’s… possible. I guess. But we don’t know anything for sure, yet, so no point jumping to conclusions. For the moment, we just need to make sure we stick together and look out for each other. Because one way or another, something here really doesn’t seem right.





[This is a new environment – we hear a low hum and sparking of broken systems.]


[Footsteps crunch over shards of glass, then stop.]


MIRA


Well?


ZACK


Well, what? It’s blood.


MIRA


I can see that. Is it human?


ZACK


Probably.


MIRA


Aren’t you a doctor?


ZACK


First off, technically I’m not a doctor as I have no actual qualifications. Second, even if I was I’d have no way to test this blood, and third, I don’t know if there are any other creatures on this station that bleed, certainly none that would be in these human-sized stasis pods. So yeah, it’s probably human blood.


MIRA


You need to calm down, Zack.


ZACK


Mira, considering the situation I would say that I am remarkably calm.


MIRA


How old is it?


ZACK


Old.


MIRA


Anything more specific?


ZACK


Only that no one could lose this much blood and live.


MIRA


And that’s the same with the other pods?


ZACK


I haven’t examined them in detail, but I’d guess so. Whatever happened here, I don’t think there were any survivors.


[There is a long, tense pause.]


ZACK


Do you think it was some sort of… malfunction?


MIRA


I think that most of these lids have been smashed in from the outside. And this one was torn off its hinges.


ZACK


So… No way it could have been an accident?


MIRA


No.


[Beat.]


MIRA


(thinking aloud) Where are the bodies? Have they been taken somewhere?


ZACK


Maybe. Something happened to them, but…


MIRA


What are you thinking?


ZACK


I don’t know. And I don’t want to think about it any more because thinking about it scares the shit out of me. I think whatever happened to smash fifty stasis pods and reduce their occupants to bloody smears is something we should be moving away from as soon as possible.


MIRA


(still in analysis mode) No drag marks though the blood. If they were taken then they must have been carried.


ZACK


Mira!


[Mira sighs]


ZACK


Can we go? Please.


MIRA


We still need to check the stores.


ZACK


You want to eat anything that’s been in here?


MIRA


All the other compartments we opened were pressurised and sealed. There’s no reason to assume it would be contaminated.


ZACK


Fine.


[Footsteps as he walks over to the wall]


ZACK


But I think it’s a waste of –


[Another depressurising hiss]


[A silence]


MIRA


Looks like you weren’t the only one too squeamish to go looking for supplies in here.


ZACK


(awed) This could last us for weeks. Months, if we’re careful.


MIRA


Let’s not get ahead of ourselves. Load up what you can and lets go find the others.


ZACK


You got it. And Mira…


MIRA


We’ll find another room to eat in.


ZACK


Thanks.





[Back to the echoing, cavernous parade ground]


[Rustling of food wrappers all around]


RILEY


This is what you meant by food?


LEVI


Good enough for me. I’m starving.


[Sounds of crinkling as the food is unwrapped]


RILEY


What do they taste like?


ZACK


I don’t know. I haven’t eaten one yet.


[Riley takes a bite.]


[They make a sound that indicates it is not delicious.]


ZACK


But I imagine they taste like they were designed to remain edible for many thousands of years.


RILEY


“Edible” is a very broad term.


MIRA


They’re what we’ve got.


RILEY


I know. What flavour have you got, Luna? Mine claims to be “curry.”


LUNA


It says it’s chicken.


RILEY


Huh. Do you even know what chicken tastes like?


LUNA


I remember what a chicken is… But no, I don’t think I have a sense memory of the taste. Maybe that means I never ate one. Or, well, whoever I’m made of never ate one. I sort of hope not, I don’t really like the thought of eating a chicken.


MIRA


Here, I’ve got “tomato.” We can swap if you like, then you don’t have to think about it.


LUNA


(smiling) Thanks.


[A rustle of wrappers as they exchange bars]


RILEY


You know, I don’t think I remember what anything tastes like. From before I woke up, at least. This is technically the first thing I’ve ever eaten.


[Another bite]


RILEY


(dry) Lucky me.


LEVI


Odd, isn’t it. Humankind went to the stars, built a civilisation powerful enough to construct this place, and through it all the concepts of “chicken” and “curry” and “tomato” remained.


ZACK


Well, the terms did. Who knows if what we think those words mean is anything like what they might once have meant on Earth?


LUNA


You know much about Earth?


ZACK


No, not really. I don’t have much actual information about humanity’s history or the people who built this place. I know we originally came from a place called Earth. I can see it in my mind, blue and green and fragile. I can see snapshots of different places but no details. Kind of like… blurred out backgrounds.


MIRA


Maybe the Commander can tell us more.


LEVI


Or maybe the station’s builders knew that by the time we woke up, whatever specifics we remembered would be long gone. Maybe they didn’t want us to wake up grieving.


LUNA


Then they failed. We’re awake, which means everyone like us is dead. Maybe I don’t know the names, or the places or the cultures, but they’re gone. I feel it. It’s part of who – Part of what we are.


LEVI


I guess so.


[They eat for a while in silence.]





[Peaceful, even breathing all around…]


[Except for two cases.]


LEVI


Can’t sleep?


MIRA


No. Feels too exposed here. All that wide open space stretching out.


LEVI


Maybe, but I think we’re all a bit uneasy with the awakening rooms right now. Just try to think of it as a wide open sky.


MIRA


It’s just a ceiling.


LEVI


Closest any of us are going to get for a long time. Maybe ever.


MIRA


Maybe.


[Beat]


MIRA


I guess you’re right. Don’t exactly want to be sleeping near all those pods right now.


LEVI


Mm. Those broken ones Zack was talking about? With all the blood. Was it as bad as he made out?


MIRA


Worse.


[Silence]


[A distant whistle]


MIRA


(tense) You hear it too, don’t you?


LEVI


Yep. Been coming on and off since we woke up.


MIRA


I was hoping it was some kind of machine or mechanism or… I don’t know.


LEVI


Doesn’t sound mechanical to me.


MIRA


Me neither. You think it might be other people?


LEVI


No, I do not.


[A pause]


LEVI


You sure you want to cross the parade grounds when everyone’s awake?


MIRA


We’re not going to find the Commander picking through hundreds of wake-up rooms. If they’re out there, it’ll be on the other side. In the rest of the station.


LEVI


Be good if we could find a map.


MIRA


They could at least have given us a memory of the layout.


LEVI


Maybe one of the others would have had one.


…There were meant to be more of us.


MIRA


I know. Get some sleep, Levi.


LEVI


Mm.


[Mira settles down to rest]


[In the distance, the whistling comes again]





[Several sets of slightly-belabored footsteps echo across the parade ground.]


ZACK


Would it not have made more sense to stick to the walls?


LEVI


It would’ve taken a lot longer.


RILEY


Twice as long, maybe more depending on where we were on the back wall. Still, it does feel a bit vulnerable.


LUNA


I prefer it to the cramped corridors. Feels like I can breathe a bit more. Even if we are kind of overloaded.


MIRA


We don’t know when we’ll next find supplies.


RILEY


True enough.


[Beat]


Are we there yet?


LEVI


Hah. Don’t even know how long we’ve been walking.


ZACK


Hard to tell in a space this big, when everything looks identical. Could be ten minutes, could be an hour.


RILEY


Just want to know what my chances are of dying from boredom.


ZACK


Pretty high, but don’t worry, I’m a doctor. I’ll let you know the moment it happens.


[A small smattering of genuine laughter]


[The whistle comes again]


[The laughter, and footsteps, stop]


[A beat.]


MIRA


Come on. We can’t stop every time we hear it.


LUNA


It’s closer. We’re going towards it.


ZACK


(unconvincingly) Well, that’s good news. Closer to solving the mystery.


RILEY


Sure.


MIRA


Whatever it is, we’ll deal with it. Let’s keep walking.





[The hum of machines again, but different – sharper, somehow.]


[Metal rattling, then the sound of footsteps on metal as our protagonists ascend a ladder]


LEVI


Is it just me, or is it colder in here?


ZACK


It’s not just you. Definitely chillier.


RILEY


Something wrong with the life-support system, maybe?


MIRA


I choose to take it as a good thing.


ZACK


How’d you figure?


MIRA


We’ve been wandering identical corridors on the same level since we got off the parade grounds. Now we get up a few floors and things look different. They feel different.


LUNA


Change isn’t always progress.


MIRA


I’ll take it anyway.


LEVI


Is there any way to get the lights a bit brighter?


MIRA


Maybe. I think that’s a service hatch just there. Riley, give me a hand.


[They pull a small metal plate off the wall]


[Mira makes a noise of concern]


LEVI


What’s wrong?


MIRA


There’s, uh, a lot of the stuff in here is… broken.


RILEY


That’s not broken. That’s smashed.


MIRA


Hold on, I think the lighting circuit is still… One second.


[The lights come on fully]


[A collective noise of disgust]


LEVI


What the hell is that stuff?


RILEY


I saw a bit of it back near our old room. Nothing like this much, though.


ZACK


Looks organic. Like some sort of amber or soft resin. It – Luna, don’t touch it!


[It’s too late. Luna has touched it.]


LUNA


(fascinated, not afraid:) It’s sticky. Like tree sap. Cold.


ZACK


Could this be why the temperature is so low here?


MIRA


That and the heating circuits have been ripped out.


LEVI


Given that it seems to be in pretty much every direction, I might suggest we go back down.


RILEY


I’ll take identical corridors over this.


MIRA


Yeah, I think that’s –


[She is cut off by a whistle. It is no longer distant.]


RILEY


Come on! Let’s –


LEVI


No! Don’t move! Look!


[Cracks and snaps as the source of the whistling emerges]


[Bones pop fluidly with every chitinous movement as it whistles to itself, quiet and almost curious]


ZACK


(Quiet) Mira, what do we do?


[With a hissing sound, the cracking and snapping stop entirely]


[Beat]


[Another whistle, lower and more threatening.]


[It is immediately answered by a half-dozen other whistles from deeper in the station.]


MIRA


RUN!


[They run.]


	





    OTCW003 – Half Sunk



	

[The ever-present hum of the station, but quieter, a little broken and stuttering]


[A low, long whistle – then the cracking and snapping of a whistling creature]


[It is moving slowly, deliberately… as though on the hunt for something]


[We hear breathing nearby – stifled and scared]


LUNA


(Whispered) Levi…


[Levi shushes her]


[A long, tense moment]


[A whistle sounds from outside the room, then another]


[The creature nearby lets out an answering whistle, then begins to move, the sounds of its cracking joints growing more distant]


[Finally, Luna and Levi exhale]


LEVI


You alright?


LUNA


Yeah, I think so. Once my heart stops racing. You?


LEVI


Few cuts, but I’ll live. Someone oughta sweep up all this broken glass.


[It’s almost a joke, but he can’t bring himself to laugh.]


LUNA


What was that thing?


LEVI


Things. And I have no idea. Don’t suppose you saw where the others ended up?


LUNA


I think we got separated in that big generator room.


LEVI


Oh, shit. There were a bunch of them in there.


LUNA


We should go back. The others…


LEVI


Yeah… Yeah, just, let’s take a moment first and catch our breath.


LUNA


Why do you think it attacked us?


LEVI


Because it’s a huge bug thing, and that’s what huge bug things do!


LUNA


Not a bug. It only had four legs.


LEVI


No, it’s not a bug. It’s not anything! It doesn’t even have a head! And those weren’t “legs.” They’re too long, too many joints…


[Beat]


LEVI


(slightly calmer) Look, if you want an actual answer, I think it probably wants to eat us.


LUNA


Or it was defending its territory.


LEVI


What does it matter?


LUNA


Nothing acts without a reason.


LEVI


And understanding that reason isn’t going to stop it eating you.


[In the distance, another chorus of whistles]


LUNA


Do you think they’ve found the others?


[Beat]


LEVI


Let’s see if we can get these doors to work without Mira. We can figure out our next move once we’ve got some steel between us and those… those things.





[We shift to a large open space]


[Very close by: fast, panicked hyperventilating breaths]


RILEY


(under their breath) shit, shit, shit, shit, shit, shit


ZACK


Riley. Hey, Riley, look at me. That’s it, just look at me. ‘Kay? Try to match my breathing, okay?


[Zack inhales and exhales slowly, deliberately]


[Riley’s breaths shudder as they try to match him]


[Quiet footsteps approach:]


MIRA


I think we’re good for now. How are they?


ZACK


I think we’re good too. Aren’t we, Riley?


RILEY


Yeah… Yeah. Sorry.


ZACK


No need to apologise. It’s a perfectly natural reaction.


RILEY


Are they, um… are they, are they near us?


MIRA


There’s a bunch of them all over the generator room. I think they’re covering the exits out.


ZACK


Well, if you’re looking for proof of intelligence…


MIRA


I wasn’t.


RILEY


Shouldn’t we be staying quiet, if they’re – if they’re still around?


MIRA


Maybe. I don’t know. Haven’t been able to figure out what senses they hunt with yet.


ZACK


With the whistling, I’d rather assumed some form of echolocation.


MIRA


Yeah, but the whole station’s humming and vibrating the whole time. If that’s how they see, then we’d be pretty much clear as day. Plus they didn’t really seem to react when Riley–…


RILEY


(wincing) When I screamed?


ZACK


(cutting in) To be honest, their whole physiology is fascinating. I mean, there’s no head, and nothing I could see that looked like eyes or ears or any other “standard” sensory organ.


MIRA


Sure, but none of us got a particularly good look.


ZACK


No. I suppose that’s one of the downsides of fleeing.


MIRA


The upside is you stay alive.


RILEY


Grasshoppers have their ears on their knees, right? Or at least, they did. I guess they’re all gone now as well.


ZACK


It’s certainly a possibility.


MIRA


Well, however they sense their prey, the generators here seem to confuse them a bit. Might be why they junked so many of them up.


ZACK


You’ve jumped to the idea of “prey” pretty quickly.


MIRA


You saw those smashed pods. The way I see it, these things have been making their way through a massive larder full of frozen meals.


RILEY


(shivering slightly) I feel a bit like a frozen dinner myself.


ZACK


That’ll be your body’s stress responses. (to Mira) We need to get Riley somewhere warmer.


MIRA


Easier said than done.


RILEY


(shivering more) Don’t worry. I’ll be fine.


ZACK


I’ll be the judge of that.


MIRA


Come on, on your feet. Zack, you still got any of those blankets?


ZACK


Dropped them with most of the food, I’m afraid.


MIRA


Okay, well, let’s see what we can find.


[They get to their feet]


[A very nearby single whistle is answered by a chorus]


MIRA


Quietly.





[Back in the smaller room with Luna and Levi]


[The sounds of dragging something heavy – scraping, metal-on-metal noises]


LEVI


Can you give me a hand with this?


LUNA


What are you doing?


LEVI


See those ventilation shafts? We need to cover them up so these things can’t get in.


LUNA


Are you sure? I mean, the shafts are pretty small.


LEVI


You ever seen how small a hole a mouse can squeeze through?


LUNA


No. And technically neither have you.


[The dragging stops]


LEVI


Look, are you going to help me or not?


LUNA


We need to go and find the others.


LEVI


We need to get this room secured, so if they come this way we can protect them. If we go looking we might end up missing each other. It’s better if we stay here.


[Beat.]


LUNA


Levi, it’s okay to be scared. Those things out there are –


LEVI


I’m not scared of them. I mean, I am, but… Mira and the others. If they’re dead. If those things got them, I-I can’t see that. I can’t lose anyone else.


[A pause]


LUNA


I understand. I really do. But I can’t just wait here. I’ve got to try and find them.


LEVI


What if they get you as well? I can’t be the only one left. I won’t.


LUNA


I’ll be back, Levi. I promise.


LEVI


You can’t make that promise.


LUNA


Maybe not. But unless you physically stop me, I’m going to look for them.


[A moment of silence; no one moves]


LUNA


Besides, they’ve got a better chance of finding this place with someone to guide them. You get this place properly secured, okay? Maybe see if you can get a small fire going.


LEVI


You want me to set a fire in a wake-up room? You do remember last time, right?


LUNA


A small fire. I’d rather not be worrying about frostbite as well as those things.


LEVI


I’ll see what I can do.


[Luna opens the door]


[A far-off whistling]


LUNA


Wish me luck!


LEVI


Yeah.





[Sounds of mechanical tinkering]


RILEY


(still shivery) You sure this is going to work?


MIRA


Nope.


ZACK


I mean, they do seem to actually like the cold.


MIRA


Heh. There’s cold, Zack, and then there’s liquid hydrogen.


ZACK


And the generators don’t need it?


MIRA


These tanks look like they connect to the broken ones, so fingers crossed we’re not breaking anything new.


ZACK


Fingers crossed?


MIRA


Look, I’m open to any other ideas that aren’t “just keep hiding.”


ZACK


Point taken.


MIRA


We need to get out of here and find somewhere Riley can get warm and recover. That means dealing with at least one of those things.


RILEY


(shivering worryingly) Hey now, don’t worry about me.


ZACK


So, when you bust that pipe open, the doors to this little storage area will seal.


MIRA


Keeping the creature in here while the liquid hydrogen sprays out.


ZACK


So I, as bait, will have to be pretty quick getting through the door myself.


MIRA


Who said you were the bait?


ZACK


You’re going to need to be working on the pressure.


RILEY


C-can I help at all?


ZACK


Just try and save your strength, for now.


RILEY


Okay.


[Beat]


MIRA


Zack, how the hell are you dealing with this so well?


ZACK


What do you mean?


MIRA


You sound happier than I’ve heard you since you woke up.


RILEY


You do sound kind of… chipper.


MIRA


You like being chased by twisted aliens?


ZACK


No. But you’re right, I think I do prefer it to living with the worry that we’re the last living things in the universe.


MIRA


What?


ZACK


These creatures. There’s a bunch of them, they seem to have some semblance of intelligence and, unless the station’s person-growing process has gone really really wrong, they came from somewhere else.


MIRA


I guess.


ZACK


Which means we’re not alone! There are other things living out there. The universe is still alive!


RILEY


And currently trying to eat us.


ZACK


Sure. And I’d rather it wasn’t, but still.


[Mira exhales in disbelief]


ZACK


Hey, you asked. What, you take no comfort at all in the knowledge we’re not the last five living beings at the end of the universe?


MIRA


I haven’t really had time to think about it.


RILEY


I just don’t want to be eaten. Or cold anymore.


MIRA


Well, then, you’ll be happy to hear that I think we’re just about ready.





[Slow, muffled, clumsy footsteps]


LUNA


(whispering to herself) Come on. You promised Levi. You promised.


[Another step]


[The now-familiar sound of cracking limbs]


[Luna inhales sharply]


LUNA


Oh no.


[The clicking and popping noises approach, accompanied by a low and mocking whistle]


[A door slams in the distance]


[Another whistle, high and drawn out in alarm]


[The clicking and popping immediately starts up again, but now growing more distant as the creature moves away]


LUNA


What? Where’s it going?


[Over her words, the sounds of hurried footsteps approaching]


MIRA


Come on, Riley. It’s alright, it –


ZACK


Luna!


LUNA


Oh thank god! We thought you might be –


MIRA


We’re okay, but come on, we’ve got to go!


LUNA


What’s happened? Where did it go?


ZACK


We managed to get one of them trapped.


RILEY


Froze the bastard!


MIRA


Not sure if we actually managed to hurt it, but all the others came running.


LUNA


(to herself) They’re worried about it. They want to help.


MIRA


I don’t know. Maybe. All I know is we have to go, we might not get another chance to get out of here.


LUNA


Right.


ZACK


Where’s Levi?


LUNA


He’s trying to make one of the wake-up rooms safe. I’ll show you.


ZACK


Great. Can you help with Riley?


RILEY


I’m fine, it’s just shock.


ZACK


We need to get him warmed up.


LUNA


Sure, I’ll take you to Levi and we’ll go from there.


[A distant chorus of whistles]


[Beat]


MIRA


Luna? Luna!


LUNA


(coming back to herself) Hm? Yeah. Yeah, this way.


[Footsteps as they depart]





[A satisfying clunk as a lock engages]


MIRA


There, that should do it.


LEVI


Thanks. Couldn’t quite figure out the mechanism.


MIRA


You’ve done a pretty good job with this place otherwise. And the door should be secure now, unless they’re a lot smarter than we give them credit for.


LUNA


They might be.


ZACK


I’ve seen nothing to indicate that they’re not mostly animalistic in their behaviour.


LUNA


The way they went to help their trapped friend…


MIRA


“Friend”? Let’s try not to give too much credit to the things that want to eat us.


ZACK


Animals can display all sorts of pack tactics or social dynamics, Luna. That doesn’t mean they’re people.


[A little ways off, there’s a buzzing sound.]


RILEY


(distant) Ah-ha!


LEVI


(calling) You get it working?


[Footsteps as they walk over]


[The buzzing sound continues, evocative of a fireplace]


LUNA


I thought the heating in here was broken?


RILEY


It was, but I got one of the heating elements out and with a bit of jury-rigged wiring, well…


MIRA


Should stop us freezing, at least.


ZACK


And no fire this time.


LEVI


Though it maybe wasn’t the safest idea.


[They sit down around the heat source]


[Some crinkling noises as Zack pulls out food and tosses it to the others]


ZACK


Here. Eat up. Had to drop the bag, but I kept a few on me just in case. Enough for a day or two, hopefully.


LEVI


So what do we do? Just hunker down here for awhile?


RILEY


It’s a pretty decent spot for it.


MIRA


No. We rest and keep moving. It’s a defensible position, but we’re still in enemy territory.


LUNA


Enemy territory? Now who’s treating them like people?


MIRA


The plan is unchanged. We reach the bridge, find the Commander.


LEVI


And wake up all the others.


[Beat]


RILEY


Seriously?


MIRA


You see a problem with that plan?


RILEY


Uh, yeah. Look, I know I’m struggling with all this, and you don’t take me seriously –


MIRA


You have had a difficult time handling things, Riley.


RILEY


Because I seem to be the only one who’s not living in some sort of fantasy world! Look, I want to find the Commander as much as you do. Obviously, I’ve been made so I can’t not want to. But look around. If the Commander ever actually woke up, they’re either long gone or long dead or both. And as for reviving the others, that system clearly isn’t operating properly any more! Face it, the five of us woke up by accident. And I kind of wish we hadn’t.


[Silence as everyone considers this]


RILEY


If this station ever did what it was designed to, then we missed it.


LEVI


I can’t accept that we’re the only ones.


ZACK


You may have to, Levi. I think… I agree with Riley.


LUNA


Mm.


[More silence]


MIRA


That doesn’t actually change anything.


LEVI


What do you mean?


MIRA


Practically speaking. Commander or no Commander, even if we’re the only ones, it still makes most sense to try and make our way to the bridge.


ZACK


And if the bridge is full of those creatures?


MIRA


Then we’ll know. Right now our biggest obstacle is ignorance. Everything we’ve been saying, right now it’s just guesswork. We can’t make a proper plan without any actual information, and if we can find that anywhere, it’ll be on the bridge. Plus, we need to get out of enemy terr– the hunting grounds of these things, and towards the command deck is as good a direction as any.


ZACK


We don’t even know we’re going the right direction.


MIRA


We’re going up. That feels like the right direction, at least until we find a map.


LUNA


Are we sure these creatures are attacking us as a food source? Is there some other reason they might be hostile?


LEVI


Well, I’m not all that keen on finding out either way.


RILEY


You think they’re the reason the station is broken? Did they damage it while we were asleep?


LUNA


Maybe. Maybe the builders just stopped maintaining it at some point. It’s all very well having a millennia-long project, but…


ZACK


It only takes one generation to forget.


LEVI


You think there are still people out there? In the universe, beyond the station?


MIRA


I think we need to get some rest. Someone needs to watch the door, in case they try to get in. We should take shifts. Any volunteers for first?


LUNA


I’ll take it. Don’t really feel tired anyway.


MIRA


Okay. Wake us if there’s any trouble.


LUNA


Of course.





[Peaceful, even breaths, along with gentle snoring]


[Quiet footsteps across the room, then a depressurising hiss as a door opens]


[A distant whistling. The footsteps pause.]


[Luna sighs, then inhales, and decisively steps across the threshold]


[The door shuts with a hiss and a louder thud]


RILEY


(groggy) Hm? Wha– Everything alright?


[There is no response.]


RILEY


Luna?


[Rustling as Riley gets up]


RILEY


(calling) Luna?


ZACK


(awakening) Riley? What’s wrong?


RILEY


It’s Luna, she’s gone.


ZACK


What? What do you mean, she’s gone?


RILEY


I mean she’s not here. She left the room. Mira! Levi!


[Rustling as the others start to wake]


ZACK


Or she was taken.


LEVI


What’s happening? Who’s been taken?


RILEY


Luna’s gone.


MIRA


Shit! What happened?


ZACK


We don’t know. She’s gone.


MIRA


(panicked) Did any of you hear anything? Any whistling?


LEVI


Doesn’t look like they broke in.


MIRA


We’ve got to go after her.


RILEY


She wouldn’t have left willingly, would she?


[Beat]


MIRA


Come on.





[The characteristic hum of the station echoes through a corridor]


[It sounds more obviously broken, clogged up]


[Slow, nervous footsteps]


LUNA


This is a bad idea.


[There is a ssquelch as she steps on a patch of alien resin.]


[She makes a noise of disgust.]


LUNA


I can still go back. I should go back.


[Beat]


LUNA


No. They’re not just animals. I know they’re not.


[An ominous whistling, further down the corridor]


LUNA


(Quietly) H-Hello?


[No response]


LUNA


We can’t go on like this. We just can’t.


[She steels herself:]


LUNA


(louder) Hello!


[There is a whistle from up ahead, as though in answer]


[Luna’s breathing speeds up in fear]


[The noise of clicking, insect-like limbs]


LUNA


Hello. Hello to you. T-to both of you.


[Another whistle, with a tone of almost curiosity]


LUNA


I’m not here to hurt you.


[More limb clicking, closer now: one of them has approached]


LUNA


Luna. My name is Luna.


[The further one lets out a long, low whistle, which the other harmonises with]


[The tones shift and merge, as though conversing]


LUNA


I knew it. You do talk to each other. You’re not just monsters. You –


[A cracking sound – but not a limb this time.]


LUNA


What is that? Oh my god, is that your mou–AAAHH!


[The creature lunges.]
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		[SOUNDS OF VOICES FROM VERY FAR AWAY, DISTANT, SEARCHING FOR SOMEONE]


LEVI


Anyone found anything?


ZACK


Nothing yet.


RILEY


She might be nowhere near here.


MIRA


Maybe we should split up, cover more ground –


[LUNA SITS UP, GROANING IN PAIN]


LUNA


(close) Mira?


MIRA


(still very distant) Luna?


(to the others) I hear something!


LUNA


Mira! I’m here.


[POUNDING FOOTSTEPS, APPROACHING QUICKLY]


MIRA


Luna! Oh my god, you’re alive. (calling) I found her!


LUNA


Quiet! They might be close. I think I managed to burst a… steam pipe or something? Scared them off, but I don’t – (breaks off in pain) know –


MIRA


It’s okay. It’s okay, it’s alright.


[SOUNDS OF THE OTHERS APPROACHING]


We’ll get you somewhere safe. You’re gonna be okay.


ZACK


Your leg. Can I take a look?


LUNA


Sure. It was my own fault. I shouldn’t have –


RILEY


Luna! You’re okay.


LUNA


(acerbic at herself) We’ll have to wait and see about that.


ZACK


I need some proper bandages. This should stop the bleeding for now, but it won’t last long.


MIRA


What happened?


LUNA


It bit me! One of those things – I was running away but it got my leg – they were on me and I couldn’t…


I managed to reach this bar.  Swung it at them, it went wide, hit this pipe – there was a bunch of steam and then –


LEVI


It’s alright, Luna. It’s over now.


That’s the metal bar you found?


LUNA


Yep.


LEVI


You can put it down now.


LUNA


I don’t want to.


LEVI


Let it go, Luna. You’re safe. It’s over.


[A PAUSE, THEN THE SOUND OF SOMETHING METAL DROPPING TO THE FLOOR]


MIRA


(quiet) We should get moving.


[CLOTH RUSTLES AS LUNA GETS UP]


MIRA


I’m glad you’re okay.


LUNA


Thanks. Me too.





[Footsteps as the group walks together]


[Something rattles in the background]


MIRA


Haven’t seen any sign of those creatures for a while.


LEVI


Warmer too. I think we might be out of their territory.


MIRA


Then we need to think about finding more food.


LEVI


Ooh, I had an idea about that. Have you noticed these terminals in the walls around here? What if we can get one to work? I bet between you, you and Riley could fix one up with a bit of time. Then we might be able to find a plan of the station. Who knows how big this place is? There could be loads more awakening rooms!


MIRA


Levi, we’re not going to find anyone else. It’s just us.


LEVI


I was just thinking about finding some more food.


[MIRA SIGHS. A BEAT]


MIRA


Either way, it’s a good plan.


LEVI


(a little surprised) Thanks.


(calling) How’re you doing back there, Luna?


LUNA


(strained but chipper) I’m alright.


MIRA


No you’re not. Zack?


ZACK


Yep, I’m here. Luna, can I take another look?


LUNA


Sure.


LEVI


Riley, while we’re stopped, do you reckon you can boot up one of these terminals? If we can get one working, maybe we can access the station plans or something like that. Some kind of useful information, anyway.


RILEY


Well, it’s worth a go. As long as it’s still connected to the power, but I don’t see why they wouldn’t be.


(lets out an assessing breath) Yeah. Yeah, I think I might manage it.


ZACK


How does this feel?


[SOUND OF CLOTH SHIFTING]


LUNA


Ah! Not good!


ZACK


Bad news, I’m afraid. That looks like it might be infected.


MIRA


Already?


LEVI


Could those things have some kind of venom?


ZACK


I’m not sure. It doesn’t look like a snake bite or anything like that.


MIRA


Well, whatever they are, they’re not snakes.


ZACK


I guess not.


Either way, I should be able to treat it, but not without some sort of – clinic or some equipment at least.


LUNA


(sarcastically) Has anyone seen a hospital around here?


RILEY


Actually, if you give me a second…


[A SCI-FI NYOOM OF SOMETHING COMING TO LIFE]


RILEY


Aha! Yes, we might be able to find something.


LEVI


Good job!


ZACK


Is it working?


RILEY


Well, it’s on. Don’t get too excited yet, this might take a while…


[BOOPING NOISES AS RILEY WORKS THROUGH THE TERMINAL]


[FADE INTO TRANSITIONAL MUSIC]





[A DOOR CLOSES]


[CLOTH SHIFTING, SOMEONE GRUNTS]


[LUNA GASPS IN PAIN]


MIRA


(panicked) Sorry! Did I hurt you?


LUNA


No! It’s fine. It kind of just hurts to move or – touch anything.


MIRA


That doesn’t sound fine.


ZACK


It’s lucky this place was as close as it was. Now, let’s give the wound some proper examination. There must be some scissors or scalpel in here somewhere.


[A clink of something metal being set down]


MIRA


Here.


ZACK


Thanks! Okay, Luna, I’m going to have to remove the rest of this fabric around the wound, okay? It might – pull a bit, so let me know if you need a break.


[FABRIC RIPPING NOISES]


Mira, do you think you could find some saline solution anywhere?


MIRA


On it.


[No-nonsense footsteps as Mira looks around the room, sighing slightly]


[Luna breathes tensely]


[She lets out a short, pained scream-gasp]


MIRA


(involuntarily) Oh god!


LUNA


What is it? Is it bad?


Let me look.


[Fabric shifts as Luna tries to get up]


ZACK


Er – so –


LUNA


(strained) Never mind; I can smell it.


MIRA


I think I found the saline solution. Is this the right stuff?


ZACK


That’s it, thanks, Mira. I’ll need some fresh bandages and some cetrimide, too. I think there’s a storeroom back there.


MIRA


Right.


[Footsteps as she departs]


LUNA


What’s cetrimide for?


ZACK


It has two functions. One, it’s quite an effective antiseptic. Two, it gives Mira a job to do.


[Luna lets out a weak, affectionate chuckle]


ZACK


(quieter) This isn’t right. The infection’s progressing a lot quicker than it should be.


Luna… I’m so sorry, but it’s spreading really quickly, and we – we can’t risk –


LUNA


I need to lose it, don’t I.


[A pause]


ZACK


I’m really sorry.


LUNA


I understand.


ZACK


(steels himself) Okay. Let’s get you prepped, find something to numb your leg; with any luck there’s a working surgical laser right here –


LUNA


Numb? I’m going to be awake?


ZACK


I’m sorry, but none of the others have medical experience. I can’t both put you under and operate you by myself. A local anaesthetic might be the best we can do, and that can only go so far.


[Luna inhales]


[Quiet, solemn music comes in]


LUNA


…Okay.


ZACK


Do you want me to get Mira back?


LUNA


Maybe.


…Yes. Please.


ZACK


Right. One second. (half a joke:) Don’t go anywhere, okay?


[Luna laughs at that, weakly]


LUNA


Okay. But… Zack? Don’t take too long. I’d really rather get this over with.





[Sounds of metal crashing against metal, rummaging]


[Footsteps]


[A door swings open]


LEVI


This is amazing! Riley, check out the size of this pan! (hollering) There’s an actual pan!


RILEY


Yeah, that’s, erm, great.


LEVI


Maybe I’ll try cooking up some of those food packs!


RILEY


(distracted) Yeah, sounds – delicious.


This… this place is lived in. It’s not like the rest of the station. It feels like it’s been used by actual people. So – so where did they go?


[Rummaging stops]


LEVI


I mean… maybe those whistling things got them?


RILEY


I don’t think so. We haven’t heard them since we got here, there’s none of that resin stuff, and it’s much warmer than anywhere else we’ve been.


LEVI


Then perhaps they moved on. I mean, this place is nicer than anywhere else we’ve found, but… it’s not exactly what I’d look for if I were trying to rebuild civilisation.


RILEY


Maybe.


[A door squeaks open]


RILEY


Levi? Come look at this.


[Footsteps]


LEVI


Wow.


(struggling for words) My god, I – h-h-how many acres do you think this is?


RILEY


Er… some? I don’t really know acres, I’m not a farmer.


[Slow footsteps]


Hold on, where’re you going?


LEVI


Just having a look around. Think about it. We’ve – never seen plants before!


RILEY


We’ve seen plants. Well, I – I remember seeing plants.


LEVI


Right. But these eyes? These eyes are seeing them for the first time.


Whoa – (voice pitching up in excitement) I – apples!


[He snaps one off a branch and takes a bite]


Oh. (chewing) Not very ripe ones, but still!


[Another branch is snapped; a bite]


RILEY


Oh. (spitting it out:) Pteh. I hate apples. I forgot. Or – didn’t know.


[They laugh together]


Actually, this is pretty cool.


MIRA


Hey. What’s all this?


RILEY


Mira! The best I can figure, that hydroponics bay we saw on the map must have – spread, somehow.


LEVI


How’s Luna doing?


MIRA


Not good. Zack’s had to amputate her leg.


[The others react]


RILEY


Shit!


MIRA


It was… difficult. He thinks he got all the venom or infection – whatever it was. She’s taking something to help her sleep now. Zack’s watching her.


LEVI


How’s she handling it?


MIRA


Okay, actually. I think she was just in enough pain, she wanted it over with.


RILEY


So now what?


MIRA


We’ve found a working fabricator in the medical bay. He thinks he’ll be able to make her a prosthetic, but not til she’s healed a bit. We’ll have to stay put for a while.


[Some footsteps]


You said this was from the hydroponics bay?


LEVI


I don’t really know. It’s cultivated, though. Like a real farm.


[More footsteps as they start walking together]


RILEY


We think there might have been people living here at some point.


MIRA


The medical bay’s been used too. Some of the supplies have been depleted, and others seem to be hand-made.


RILEY


Half the furniture here is repurposed, or built from other bits of the station. But people definitely lived here. At least long enough to clear out massive room like this, and grow some apples, and – (inhales) hopefully some other fruits as well.


MIRA


Well – it’s a good find. Luna can rest, and we can take plenty of supplies when we’re ready to leave.


[Beat]


RILEY


Wait, where’s Levi got to?


(calling) Hey, you found something good?


[Footsteps as they walk over]


LEVI


(soft) I thought it was a flower garden or something.


[Quiet, solemn music]


RILEY


Who buried them?


MIRA


There must be… a hundred at least.


LEVI


It’s incredible. People were really here! They had lives, a community… They built a graveyard!


MIRA


I don’t think that’s as positive as you make it out to be.


LEVI


Of course it’s positive! Look. These ones here are much older than those ones. There must have been multiple generations! They would have had children – g-grandchildren, even!


RILEY


Or some of them woke up later than others.


MIRA


Maybe there were different groups. Like us.


LEVI


Who each found their way here. Just like us.


[Beat]


RILEY


We missed them.





[Slow, steady breathing]


[Luna gasps in pain, then exhales]


ZACK


Luna. Do you need another painkiller?


LUNA


Mhm.


ZACK


Right. (exhales) Give me a minute.


Here you go.


This should kick in soon.


LUNA


Thank you. Sorry to wake you.


ZACK


(yawning) Don’t worry about that. It’s what I’m here for.


I’m just going to check your leg again, okay?


LUNA


Yeah.


[Fabric shifts, Luna inhales in pain]


LUNA


It really hurts, like – all the way down. Even though it’s gone.


ZACK


That’s very common, at least at first. There are some therapies we can try once you’re a bit more recovered. It’s looking good for now. It’s healing well. And I can’t see any further signs of infection.


LUNA


Well – that’s a relief.


ZACK


You should try and get some sleep if you can.


LUNA


I will.


Zack?


Thank you.


ZACK


You’re welcome. I’m… I’m just sorry we couldn’t save your leg.


LUNA


You saved me. That’s way more important.


ZACK


I know.


LUNA


(lighter:) Just be sure to make me a cool prosthesis, okay? I hate that green goopy stuff that doctors use in fabricators.


ZACK


(amused) I’m afraid I don’t think I’ll be able to change the color of the goop.


LUNA


I’m sure you’ll think of something.





[Crunching noises]


RILEY


Hey, Luna. What about this one here?


LUNA


Lentils. See those yellow pods at the bottom? If they rattle, they’re ready.


[She sounds deeply happy about getting to talk about plants.]


RILEY


And you just – know this stuff about all these plants?


LUNA


Do you just know stuff about all the terminals?


RILEY


I guess so. This seems way more complicated, though.


LUNA


It’s simple enough when you grasp the basics. Although I still haven’t quite figured out the irrigation system. Somehow they managed to get a water recycling system in a stable cycle that keeps the roots fed.


[Someone yelps in pain:]


MIRA


Ouch!


LUNA


Careful. (fondly) It’s pretty overgrown.


ZACK


How did the plants last so long with no one taking care of them?


LUNA


Same way they manage in the wild. See, there. Look closely. Can you see the beetle? And this leaf’s been chewed. Probably by a caterpillar.


RILEY


So the bugs managed to wake up on schedule, but the humans didn’t?


LUNA


Maybe. Given the shape of the rest of this station, I think it’s just as likely no one ever thought of bringing pollinators, and a few eggs just snuck in with the seeds.


LEVI


Well, lucky for us. Is this enough peas, do you think?


LUNA


Plenty. We can always dry any extras.


[A thump, then Luna audibly winces]


Oh – could somebody hand me my cane?


ZACK


Here you go.


LUNA


Thanks. I keep forgetting.


ZACK


You’ll get there.


MIRA


When we get back on the move, we should double up watches. Make sure none of us gets surprised by these things again.


LEVI


We haven’t decided when we’re going “back on the move” yet.


LUNA


Hey, I, uh –


I need to tell you all something.


MIRA


(to Levi) We can’t stay here forever.


LUNA


Listen, I should have said before, but –


I… I wasn’t surprised by that. Thing. When it bit me.


…I went looking for them.


MIRA


(flat) Why the fuck would you do that?


LUNA


They’re intelligent. I thought, maybe I could communicate with them! I know it was stupid, but I –


MIRA


(cutting in, angrier) Damn right it was stupid. You wanted to talk to the monsters trying to eat us? What did you think, that you’d just have a nice conversation if you said please?


LEVI


Mira, that’s not fair.


MIRA


Do you know how lucky you are to still be alive? Do you know how lucky it is that – any of us is still alive!? We went looking for you. You could have led them right to us.


LEVI


Mira, that’s enough!


RILEY


Well, she’s got a point.


LEVI


But we are all still alive. And there’s no reason to make Luna feel worse than she obviously already does.


LUNA


It’s okay, Levi, really.


LEVI


We’ve gotta stick together. We can’t afford to be at each other’s throats.


ZACK


In Luna’s defense, the creatures do demonstrate clear communication between themselves, so…


MIRA


Not now, Zack.


LEVI


Anyway… lesson learned.


LUNA


Yeah. Lesson learned.





[Slow, clunking footsteps]


LEVI


Hey, look at you!


ZACK


How’s it feel?


LUNA


Yeah, alright! Still a bit wobbly, and I hate the color. But I’m getting used to it.


ZACK


It’ll take a bit of time, but you’re doing well so far. Don’t forget to use the cane if you need it either.


LUNA


(dryly) Thanks, Zack.


ZACK


It’s no problem. Just don’t go trying to befriend any terrifying monsters!


[He tries to laugh. No one else does.]


[Luna sighs awkwardly.]


ZACK


Sorry. That wasn’t –


LUNA


No, it’s okay.


RILEY


Anyway, Levi and I were just about to start making dinner! You up to helping?


LUNA


I think so. Did you manage to get up any more of those carrots?


LEVI


Oh, a few. We found even more mushrooms, though. Thought we’d do a sort of veggie-bean stew.


LUNA


Sounds great.


ZACK


Where’s Mira?


RILEY


Still poring over those plans. Here, do you mind chopping these?


[Luna hums in affirmation]


LEVI


She’s really serious about finding the bridge. Or – wherever the Commander is, anyway.


[A door slides open in the background]


ZACK


Hasn’t she already got the whole station memorised? It’s not like the maps we’ve found are particularly detailed.


[Approaching footsteps]


LEVI


Well yeah, that’s what I said to her, but… you know.


MIRA


I assume you’re talking about me?


ZACK


Er – yeah, but not in a bad way –


MIRA


Calm down, it’s fine.


LUNA


Find anything new?


MIRA


No. Like you said, it’s not a very detailed map.


ZACK


It pointed us here, at least.


MIRA


True enough. I just want to internalise it as much as possible. So we at least know which direction we’re going when we move on.


LEVI


If we move on.


MIRA


If we move on. Fine.


[Beat]


I still don’t see why we wouldn’t.


LEVI


You really can’t think of a reason to stay here? The fields of growing food, the medical equipment? The beds?


ZACK


You’ve got to admit, Mira, we could be doing a lot worse.


MIRA


Am I the only one who doesn’t think that’s enough?


RILEY


For what it’s worth, I agree with Mira. It’s been really good to stay put and know what I’m supposed to be doing every day, but – I think we need to know what all our options are, and we’re only going to find that out if we keep looking. I don’t think this is a life I’d choose.


ZACK


Is it our choice, though? How many of our instincts are just – implanted? Mira. Would you want to find out what happened to the Commander so badly if someone else hadn’t decided that should be your… purpose, or “primary motivator” or whatever you call it!


MIRA


Then your desire to stay here and play hospital is entirely natural. Is that it?


LEVI


Look, we’re not going to solve the problem of free will, okay? Let’s just accept that everyone wants what they want. Mira, I, I see your point about getting more information. But it’s a big risk. We don’t know what shape the rest of the station is in. There might be more of those creatures. Or worse.


RILEY


Are we sure that we’re safe here, though? They are still out there; they could still find us…


LEVI


Luna, what do you think?


LUNA


I think… (inhales) I think we should move on.


ZACK


Luna. Think about it. We’ve got so much here. Your prosthesis will last for, what, five years? If we leave, what are the chances we’ll find somewhere we can replace it?


LUNA


Well, if I need a new leg, I can figure that out when the time comes. It’s not enough to stay here waiting for… well, nothing.


LEVI


I’m not suggesting we just sit here and wait. I’m talking about building a community, like the others did. Growing things.


LUNA


I do want to grow something, Levi, it’s just –


Everything here feels… temporary. This place was a home, once. But it’s not ours. And I want to see what else is out there.


LEVI


(resigned) Okay. Three against two, then. As soon as Luna’s ready, we’ll start heading for the bridge.





[Footsteps]


[The usual thrumming of the station]


MIRA


We’ll need to find somewhere defensible to rest soon.


RILEY


This corridor has had maintenance rooms every few minutes. Bit cramped, but… only one door to watch.


MIRA


Could work. Next one we come across, we’ll take a break.


LEVI


How many days did you say it would take to reach the Commander’s center?


MIRA


At this pace? If I’m right about the scale of the map we found… three, maybe four?


ZACK


How’s the leg holding up, Luna?


LUNA


It’s good. Doesn’t feel exactly normal yet, but it’s not painful. I’m fine.


[Metal rattling/scratching somewhere far off]


I’d rather not have to run, though.


[Silence. Everyone stops walking.]


[A beat:]


RILEY


(breaking the silence) Maybe it was just, you know. Station noises.


ZACK


“Station noises”?


RILEY


Yeah, like, er, a pipe problem or something?


LEVI


Hey, maybe we can call a plumber.


[Another metal rattling sound]


MIRA


We should move.


LUNA


Wait–!


MIRA


Levi, help me with Luna.


LUNA


I’m alright, I think I’ve got –


[The metal rattling is much closer now, surrounding them]


Agh! What the –


RILEY


Shit.


[Metal thrums as Mira strains to pull on something]


MIRA


It’s shut tight!


LEVI


Okay, let’s not panic.


RILEY


You sure about that?


ZACK


He’s right. These doors look airtight. Remember, keeping calm preserves oxygen.


RILEY


(sarcastically) Oh, noted. Thanks, Zack, that’s really reassuring.


[A hissing noise has started over Riley’s words]


LUNA


It can’t be airtight. Do you hear that?


LEVI


That’s the air. There must be a crack somewhere, look around.


[The hissing continues; they start coughing]


MIRA


(strained) I think I’ve found something.


LUNA


That’s – that’s not air–!


[The coughing is getting worse]


MIRA


Gas!


ZACK


It’s chlorine. I can’t breathe–!


[More metal rattling, banging]


RILEY


Got it!


[The rattling and hissing stop abruptly]


[Everyone coughs in the newfound silence]


RILEY


(still hoarse) Well –


[Footsteps]


[A long silence]


A NEW VOICE


Fuck me. You’re people!


RILEY


Who the hell are you!?


VOICE


I’m Anya. I live here. Who the hell are you?


	





    OTCW005 – A Shattered Visage



	
		[We are in a small room. The clinking noises of metalworking echo.]


[No one speaks, until:]


RILEY


So… you gonna say anything, or…


ANYA


I’m working.


RILEY


It’s just – it’s boiling in here.


ANYA


Keeps the whistlers away. They don’t like the heat.


RILEY


Right.


[Pause. More metalworking noises.]


What are you doing?


ANYA


You wasted a bunch of my gas. I’ve got to mix more.


RILEY


Okay.


I mean, I don’t want to bother you, it’s just – I, I can’t really do anything else, since you tied me to this chair.


ANYA


(indifferently) Yeah, sorry.


RILEY


…Why have you taken us prisoner?


ANYA


No!


RILEY


No?


ANYA


You’re not prisoners. It’s dangerous, out there. Might get eaten. Might walk into traps!


RILEY


Your traps.


ANYA


(audible shrug) Yeah.


RILEY


So you’ve… tied us up for our own protection?


ANYA


Yep.


RILEY


Like dogs?


ANYA


Yeah, that’s it! Like dogs.


RILEY


Right. Erm, where are the others?


ANYA


Next door.


RILEY


(softly) What?


ANYA


Oh don’t worry, they can reach food and water.


RILEY


Oh! (sarcastically) Good.


[Anya does not pick up on the sarcasm.]


ANYA


Yeah. It’s a good place here. Lots of room next door for computer bits. This one’s cleaning systems, so lots of chemicals. And there’s a storage door through the surface hatch with food, guns… even some medicine. Only two routes in as well, so defensible. (darker) But not a dead end.


RILEY


Oh. That is good, actually.


…Why am I not with them?


ANYA


Five people is a lot. I just want to talk to one for a while. Get used to it again.


RILEY


Get used to – talking?


ANYA


Yeah.


There used to be more. I had more people.


Not for a long time, though. A long time.


RILEY


How long?


[Anya blows a breath]


ANYA


Well, from when I started counting, it was a thousand and eight sleeps until I got a computer working enough to track time. It had to start a count from zero, and got to six years, two months, three days.


Then it broke. And the next one I fixed went for 12 years, 11 months, and, er… three days again. And that one broke a while ago. Haven’t fixed a new one yet.


RILEY


Wow. That is a… long time.


ANYA


Mmm. Don’t really know what months, years, actually mean out here. Most of the memories they gave me are gone by now. Kind of remember Earth, but that’s probably gone as well.


RILEY


What happened to the other people you woke up with?


ANYA


Whistlers. Killed them, one by one. Gave me this face, too, when I got careless. Haven’t gotten careless since.


I’m slowing, though. Got to rely on traps now. Can’t fight them like I used to.


RILEY


Right.


[Pause. More metalworking noises.]


Anya, what’s the –


ANYA


Quiet! This is a fiddly process to make very dangerous gas. Please don’t distract me.


RILEY


Then untie me!


ANYA


No. You’ll get yourself killed.


RILEY


Look, I’ll – I’ll stay with you. We’ll all stay with you, okay?


[Anya makes a deliberating noise.]


ANYA


Promise?


RILEY


Yeah.


ANYA


Okay.


[Pause. More metalworking noises.]


RILEY


So… are you going to –


ANYA


When I’m done with the gas! Are all people this impatient? Did I just forget?


RILEY


They are when they’re tied to a chair, Anya.


[Sounds of metal straining as Riley struggles]


[They make a sound of surprise]


[Something crashes]


[The metalworking noises stop]


ANYA


Now look what you’ve done.


[Riley sighs]


RILEY


(morose) Ow.





LEVI


God damn, it’s hot in here. Did that old weirdo break the heating or something?


ZACK


I’ve got some water over here, I think. (straining) I should just about be able to reach it.


LEVI


And that’s another thing. Why tie us to chairs and leave one of our arms free?


LUNA


So we could eat? I don’t see why she would lie about it.


LEVI


Can’t we just use our free arms to untie the rest of us? Or – Luna! Can you do something with your new leg to break the rope?


LUNA


Like what? I don’t think Zack installed the circular saw attachment to it.


ZACK


Ah, I knew there was something I forgot.


MIRA


I don’t know about you, but I can’t reach these knots. Wouldn’t help, anyway. The main door to the room looks welded shut, and the only other way out goes past her.


ZACK


What do you think she’s going to do to us?


MIRA


At the moment I’m more worried about Riley. Luna, you’re closest to the hatch. Can you hear them at all?


LUNA


Not really. (a little puzzled) I think they’re just – chatting.


LEVI


I don’t like it.


MIRA


Really. I thought you were desperate to find other people?


[This hits home.]


LEVI


This wasn’t exactly what I had in mind.


[He exhales]


I’m sorry. But I – I know it’s not been easy for any of us, but – all the memories I’ve been given, like big families, building communities… It’s what I’m for. I don’t know where I’d fit without other people. I don’t know who I am.


ZACK


(deliberately dry) Well, right now you’re the prisoner of an old lady with quite possibly the only gun in the universe.


[That gets Levi to snort.]


MIRA


I wouldn’t be so sure about that, Zack. That crate, over in the corner. That symbol on the side means it contains potentially lethal armaments. Probably guns.


LUNA


What? Why are there guns here?


MIRA


This looks like it was a storeroom for one of the recolonisation teams. Probably a few thousand of them on the station.


LUNA


(disbelieving) And they thought that restarting human civilisation would require guns?


MIRA


There are a lot of potential scenarios where you might need a weapon.


ZACK


Like maybe your space station has been overrun with hungry aliens.


LUNA


Uh-uh, that’s a different thing. These guns weren’t put here to defend the station. They were put here to help us “recolonise.” Who exactly did they think we were going to be shooting?


MIRA


That’s an interesting theoretical, Luna, but right now I think the question is whether we can use these guns to shoot the woman currently holding us hostage.


LEVI


We’re not shooting her.


MIRA


No?


LEVI


Well, not unless Riley starts screaming.


LUNA


I don’t think she wants to hurt us.


ZACK


She nearly killed us with chlorine gas. Then – (rope strains demonstratively) – she tied us up.


LEVI


I know, but – we might be the first humans she’s seen in decades. And did you see that scar on her face?


MIRA


Yeah. That wasn’t a shaving scar.


LUNA


She’s clearly had a bad time of it. This whole situation might be even weirder for her than it is for us!


MIRA


Mmm. Maybe.


[The hatch rattles open]


RILEY


(calmly) Hey. How’s everyone in here?


LUNA


Riley!


ZACK


You’re okay!


MIRA


Has she hurt you?


[The hatch is closed]


RILEY


No. Anya’s… well, she’s… nice.


MIRA


“Nice”?


RILEY


She’s just been alone a long time. A really long time.


ZACK


Is she going to untie us?


LEVI


And turn the heat down a little bit?


RILEY


Er, yes and – no. The heat keeps the “whistlers” away, apparently.


LEVI


Oh. Well, that makes sense then, I guess.


RILEY


But I can untie you.


ZACK


Oh, great!


RILEY


She kind of thought she was protecting you? It’s a whole thing. Look, she wants to talk to Mira alone.


MIRA


Me? Why?


LUNA


And why alone?


RILEY


Well, Anya’s not really good with groups yet. She gets nervous.


MIRA


(considering) Mmm. And why me?


LUNA


You don’t have to go.


RILEY


Well, she asked to speak to our leader.


MIRA


(surprised, flattered:) Oh.


LEVI


(a bit hurt) Right. I see.


RILEY


(quickly) And – and I said that we didn’t really have one, but that you were the one with the plan to reach the bridge.


LEVI


Okay, that makes sense. You better go talk to her, our glorious leader.


MIRA


I suppose I better.


[Zack strains the rope demonstratively again:]


ZACK


You do need to untie us first, though, Riley.


RILEY


Right! Yes! (laughs slightly at themself) Okay, hold still.





[Slow footsteps]


MIRA


Anya, right?


ANYA


Right.


[Something is cocked]


MIRA


You want to put the gun down?


ANYA


No, thank you.


MIRA


I’m not gonna attack you.


ANYA


I know. Because I have a gun.


[Mira sighs]


MIRA


No, because – look, you know you left us in a room with a bunch of other guns, right?


ANYA


(remembering) Oh, yeah. Yeah, I did. So… why don’t you have a gun?


MIRA


Because I’m not your enemy.


ANYA


And I’m not yours.


MIRA


So why are you pointing a gun at me?


ANYA


In case you do something stupid, like leave, or die, or leave then die. Because that’s what everyone else does.


[Mira sighs longer this time]


MIRA


I’m not gonna leave without my friends, alright? I promise.


[Beat]


[The gun is lowered]


MIRA


Thank you. Now, you wanted to talk to me?


ANYA


Yeah. Riley said you plan to go to the bridge. The command deck?


MIRA


That’s right.


ANYA


Well, I need to tell you that you can’t.


MIRA


Why? Have you been there?


ANYA


No.


MIRA


Anya… I understand you don’t want us to die. But we need to reach the bridge. We have to find out what happened to the Commander.


[Anya chuckles, a little unsettlingly]


ANYA


The Commander. I remember the Commander. They put it in our brains, didn’t they?


I spent years looking for the Commander. But don’t worry. You do forget… in time.


MIRA


And you didn’t think to look on the bridge?


ANYA


Shield. Locked up tight. No way in.


MIRA


Well – we need to try.


ANYA


No! You’ll die. Everyone else always dies. You’re only safe here.


MIRA


So what, you want us to just stay in these three rooms for… the rest of our lives?


ANYA


Yes!


…No, I don’t know. I don’t want you to die. And out there, there’s the whistlers and traps and… I don’t want to be alone again.


MIRA


I understand that, Anya, but we can’t –


What’s this?


ANYA


Oh! That’s my map.


[Footsteps]


[Pages flipping]


MIRA


(awed) You did this yourself? It’s huge.


ANYA


It’s a big place. And I’ve had time.


MIRA


It’s so detailed! And up to date, you got that cave-in – so we’re…


Here.


ANYA


That’s right.


MIRA


So we would’ve come… (flips more pages) That must be the farm.


Ah! There’s the generator room we came through.


ANYA


(surprised) You got through there alive? (a little bitter) Lucky.


MIRA


You’re not the only one who can set traps.


[Anya makes a noise of pleasant surprise]


MIRA


And then – we would’ve come through here and… hang on. Where’s the parade ground?


ANYA


The what?


MIRA


It’s a huge room. Must be about a mile across? More, maybe. Should be a few levels below this corridor you’ve got here, but the map just stops.


ANYA


You came from down there? Impossible! That whole area’s sealed off. I think there are some vents the whistlers can squeeze through, but not me.


MIRA


I mean… it was a pretty solid door, but me and Riley got it open eventually.


ANYA


You opened it?


MIRA


Yeah, well – I have a lot of technical skills, and Riley’s good with mechanics as well. I think they’re meant to be a roboticist, so…


[A pause.]


Anya.


What is it?


ANYA


(shifty) Nothing.


MIRA


Anya… was it the same type of the door that leads to the bridge? The type you can’t get through?


ANYA


You’ll die if you try to reach it. There’s so many whistlers, you’ll die!


MIRA


Not if you’re guiding us –


ANYA


Don’t. Don’t ask me to do that. I hunt alone. And you’ll be here when I get back! I do everything alone.


MIRA


You don’t have to. Not this time.





[The others, now untied, are rummaging through Anya’s things.]


ZACK


She does have an awful lot of flares, doesn’t she. And… this. What is all this stuff?


LUNA


That’s a soil analyzer. (alarmed) Oh – Riley, that’s a portable atmosphere filtration hub you’ve got there. Careful, it’s quite delicate.


RILEY


Oh, er – sorry.


LUNA


No no no, it’s… (sighs) I don’t think any of us are going to be doing terraforming any time soon.


[She sighs again, longer]


LEVI


I’m sorry. None of us will get to do what we’re meant to.


LUNA


No. But sometimes I wonder if that’s such a bad thing.


[Levi exhales]


LUNA


Do you think she’s okay in there?


RILEY


Anya? Well, she’s been through a lot, but –


LUNA


No, Mira! You don’t think Anya’s… hurting her?


LEVI


Well, I’m sure she’s fine.


RILEY


She didn’t hurt me, why would she hurt Mira?


ZACK


So Riley, you think Mira’s going to convince our crazy grandma to let us leave?


RILEY


(sharp) Don’t call her crazy. She’s just had a difficult life.


ZACK


Sorry. Didn’t mean to – (sighs) Sorry. Just blowing off steam. She did kidnap and tie us up.


RILEY


I know. I know, but – I kind of… like her? She’s not really like anyone else I’ve ever met.


LEVI


You’ve met four other people.


RILEY


You know what I mean. But she’s survived for so long in this place against those things… I had a panic attack just seeing one.


LEVI


Well, she’s had a long time to get used to the sight.


RILEY


(firmly) She deserves a little respect, that’s all. She’s a survivor.


[The hatch rattles open]


LUNA


(gasps) Mira! You’re okay.


MIRA


Of course I am.


ZACK


How’d it go with – Anya?


MIRA


She’s, er…


I think I got through to her.


LEVI


Meaning what?


MIRA


Meaning: we’re going to find the Commander.





[Building noises of metal; it sounds rhythmic, like pumps]


[The sound reaches an apex, then gradually fades off into the distance]


MIRA


Now what?


ANYA


Now we wait for the pumps in the next room to shut off. Then, we go.


ZACK


(whispering) Shouldn’t we be keeping our voices down?!


ANYA


(normal volume) Why?


ZACK


(whispering) The – whistlers!


ANYA


I don’t think they have ears.


ZACK


(also normal volume now) Oh.


LEVI


So how do they hunt?


ANYA


Never been sure if it’s heat or some kind of radiation that we can’t sense. Whatever it is, the human body gives off a lot of it. But it’s pretty easily hidden by certain kinds of machinery.


It lingers, though. A whistler can track you down half the station if it’s got a mind to.


MIRA


So what do you do?


ANYA


Nothing. It’s just, they usually don’t have a mind to. They’ve got a huge freezer full of meals. If it gets too hot, if there’s a door they can’t easily force or get round with a vent… they’ll usually give up.


LUNA


(chipper and a little smug) Sounds pretty smart to me.


ANYA


What do you mean?


MIRA


Nothing.


LUNA


We’ve just had some disagreements about how – sentient the whistlers are.


ANYA


Oh, yeah, they are. Got a society and everything!


MIRA


What?


ANYA


I mean, I don’t understand it, but when I kill one of them, the others do a weird little funeral for it. And there’s something they do with harmonies that has a social function, I think.


LUNA


(horrified) And you’re still trying to kill them all?


ANYA


Heh. Not got quite that much ambition. Just trying to stay alive and keep their numbers down.


LUNA


Have you ever tried to communicate?


ANYA


How? I mean, I can look at them and say, “maybe that’s people,” but I don’t think they can comprehend me that way. I’m just a moving thing that looks like food. I don’t think we’d even be able to recognise the world as they perceive it. So how are we supposed to talk to them?


MIRA


(her turn to be smug:) A very good question.


LUNA


(mumbling, a little bitter) At least I tried.


ANYA


Plus, they killed and ate everyone I ever knew. So I don’t lose sleep over returning the favor.


[The pumping metal noises disappear entirely]


Right. On we go. If we keep following the cycle, we should be able to avoid them almost all the way to the bridge.


[Footsteps]


MIRA


Luna? Are you coming?


LUNA


Yeah.


(quieter) Sorry.


MIRA


Not too far now.





ZACK


So this is it. Behind here lies the bridge, the command center, the Commander…


MIRA


We’ll see. Doesn’t look like it’s been open in a very long time. So let’s not get our hopes up.


RILEY


I’m mainly hoping to get through the next ten minutes without being eaten, so…


[A few knocks against metal]


LEVI


Hm. Seems solid enough.


ANYA


Yeah. That’s why I’ve never managed to open it before. Now whatever you do to get it open, do it fast. This place is deep in –


[A distant, high whistle]


[Everyone sucks in a breath]


ANYA


That’s what I said.


MIRA


(strained) Come on… Levi, can you give us a hand with this panel?


LEVI


Sure.


[Footsteps as Levi walks over]


ZACK


What do we do?


[Background noises of Levi yanking at the panel]


LUNA


I think we just try not to get in the way.


ZACK


Anya?


ANYA


If you have any religious memories, a prayer couldn’t hurt.


ZACK


Sorry, afraid not.


[A snap as metal breaks apart from metal]


LEVI


Got it!


MIRA


Great. Riley, you know the drill.


RILEY


Yep. Hang on.


[Metalworking noises]


ANYA


How long does it usually take them?


LEVI


Less than a minute.


ANYA


Okay.


[The whistlers call again, closer now]


LEVI


“Okay” what?


ANYA


Okay, maybe we die, maybe we don’t.


[Something bangs against something]


MIRA


Shit!


RILEY


What is it?


MIRA


There’s some sort of additional security bolt. It looks like the other doors, but it’s more secure!


ZACK


I guess that makes sense, it being the bridge and all.


LEVI


Can you open it?


MIRA


I don’t know! We’re trying!


ANYA


(calmly) Okay, we die.


[Noises of Anya charging up her gun]


ZACK


Er… Anya?


ANYA


Yes?


ZACK


You have two guns.


ANYA


Of course! This one might break.


ZACK


Right, or… one of us could use it?


ANYA


Have any of you fired a gun? Even in your memories?


LUNA


No.


LEVI


Sorry.


ZACK


I mean, that’s not exactly –


ANYA


Then get behind me and keep those flares ready!


[A harmony of whistles, closer now]


ANYA


Wait… Wait for it…


[A long pause, except for the whistles –]


ANYA


Now!


[The flares go off with a blast]


[The whistlers howl all around them]


[Anya fires shots with a clinking noise]


ZACK


Mira! How long?


MIRA


How long have you got?


ZACK


No time. We have literally no time!


[More fighting, whistling, howling –]


MIRA


Got it! It’s open, get inside!


ANYA


Drop the flares! Go!


[Footsteps, running]


[The noises start fading somewhat]


LUNA


Riley! The release, get it closed!


[A thunk]


[For a while, nothing but the sounds of everyone catching their breaths]


RILEY


(breathing hard) Did anybody bring a torch?


[Suddenly, a click]


[A few shocked exhales]


RILEY


Never mind.


	





    OTCW006 – Cold Command



	
		[A stutter and screech of radio static]


[Peaceful, calm music starts playing, like the start of a public service announcement]


[A new computerized voice begins to speak clearly]


COMPUTER VOICE


Humanity. Evolution’s finest creation. Since the arrival of the first Homo sapiens over a quarter of a billion years ago, the human race has ruled and shaped our home world and brought life and civilisation to dozens of others.


From those early pioneering attempts to settle on Mars, to the first successful colony on Europa, to our newest fully-terraformed planet Kepler, humanity’s will to survive and explore has triumphed over the vastness of space.


And now we will triumph over time, with the Ozymandias Project, governments, corporations and philanthropists working together to create a vast space station, to protect our way of life – forever.


[Music modulates to a more triumphant key]


Unlike a terraformed colony, the Ozymandias station will have no reliance on Earth or its outposts. Designed to function completely independently, the station will house 1.5 million artifically-grown bodies, kept in stasis and implanted with unique memory sets. Thanks to donors like you lending their skills and experiences, we can store all of the knowledge we need to repopulate the stars, should humanity fall. Imagine the memory of your hometown forming the blueprint for a new (inn?), or your grandma’s recipe nourishing a new civilisation. Thank you so much for contributing to the Ozymandias Project, the ultimate insurance of humanity’s legacy.


[Music fades out]


[A few more seconds of static]


[It shuts off.]





[We start from a recap of the last few minutes of the previous episode:]


[Ominous, distant whistling]


[Suddenly the whistles are howling all around us. Flares fire and guns clink]


[Distant voices, coming closer]


MIRA


It’s open, get inside!


ANYA


Drop the flares! Go!


[Footsteps, running]


[The noises start fading somewhat]


LUNA


Riley! The release, get it closed!


[A thunk]


[For a while, nothing but the sounds of everyone catching their breaths]


RILEY


(breathing hard) Did anybody bring a torch?


[A click]


[Suddenly, the panting stops]


[A few shocked exhales]


RILEY


Never mind.


[Two bangs on the metal from outside]


LUNA


(a panicked breath) Shit. Can they get through?


ANYA


Doubt it. They’re not great with locked doors.


ZACK


Phew. That’s a relief.


ANYA


No. They’ll look for another way in.


[Another bang from outside]


MIRA


How likely is it they’ll find one?


ANYA


Depends. Doesn’t look like they’ve been in here before, so if there is one, it’s probably well-hidden. But they’ve probably never had a reason to really look before.


LEVI


Well, in that case, we’d better –


[Beat]


Wait. That pod! Is that really –


MIRA


(awed) The Commander!


LUNA


They’re real?


(remembers herself) I mean – Sorry, Mira, I know you all have this “pull” to the Commander. I just didn’t expect it to be so… literal. Like, there’s literally A Commander.


[As they talk, we can still hear the distant noises of whistlers outside the door]


ANYA


Maybe. Maybe not.


MIRA


What?


ANYA


Well, it’s a fancy pod. Says “Commander.” But we don’t know who’s in there. Maybe no one.


LEVI


Let’s find out then, shall we? (inhales) Mira?


MIRA


Right.


[Footsteps, becoming faster as she walks over]


[She taps a screen two times]


[An immediate ‘EHHHHHHH’ error, as from when everyone first woke up]


[A few more taps]


MIRA


It’s broken.


[Levi sighs]


MIRA


Same as the others. Argh!


[She kicks the pod]


LEVI


(sighing) I guess we should’ve seen this coming.


ZACK


Maybe we can do something. To fix it, I mean.


RILEY


Didn’t we set everything on fire last time we tried?


ZACK


Then let’s be a bit more careful. We have time.


ANYA


Assuming the whistlers don’t get in.


ZACK


Yes, okay, assuming that. – But look at this place! There must be something we can do.


RILEY


We might actually be able to access the temperature controls from one of these command centers –


LUNA


But it would keep them away, right? You said they avoid the heat.


ANYA


Sure. Haven’t found a temperature that kills them yet, though. Not one that wouldn’t kill us too, anyway. So we’ll probably have to keep that door closed for a while, to be safe.


[Beat]


Kind of safe.


LEVI


Riley. Why don’t you and Anya see if you can take care of that, while Mira and Zack work on the Commander’s pod? Er, Luna and I will look for any way the whistlers might get in, and see if we can barricade them somehow.


MIRA


Mmm. (a little distant) It’s – better than no plan at all.


LEVI


(smiling) Good.


[Footsteps as they disperse. we follow one group to the command center:]


[Machinery working]


[A button press]


COMPUTER VOICE


Please enter the command key.


RILEY


(surprised) How did you do that?


ANYA


Just turned it on. Stuff still works, sometimes.


RILEY


Right. What’s the command key?


ANYA


Ooh, don’t know. Never been asked for one before.


RILEY


(calling) Mira, can you have a look at this?


[A few taps on the screen]


MIRA


(calling) On my way!


[We move over to where they are working on the pod. It is behaving like the far-future equivalent of a home printer.]


(closer) Zack, are you going to be alright with this?


ZACK


I think so. I should be able to stop it catching fire again, at least.


MIRA


Please.


COMPUTER VOICE


(distant) Please enter the command key.


[Mira walks off. We stay with Zack:]


ZACK


…Right. I think I’ve made it onto the medical override menu. So… if I can just figure out how to…


[A few soft beeps, a tone different from the taps]


[An ‘EHHHHHHH’ error noise]


Whoops! Okay. Er… I can just go back and then just, er –


[Soft beeps again. They aren’t interrupted this time.]


Yes! Got it!


[The beeps stop. No error noise.]


Hey everyone, I think I’ve done it!


MIRA


What?


[Footsteps as people hurry over]


[Machinery starts to click within the pod]


LEVI


That’s great!


ZACK


Yeah! It’s initiated the wake-up procedure, so just give it a minute and…


[More soft beeps]


They’ll be here. I guess. …The Commander.


[A beat as machinery works]


ANYA


Huh! Never thought I’d see the day.


MIRA


I thought you said you didn’t feel the pull anymore.


ANYA


I didn’t! But it’s right here. Hard not to feel something.


RILEY


Yeah. It’s… (sighs) It’s a lot.


ANYA


Still, looks like it’ll be a few minutes yet and we’ve still got work to do.


[Footsteps as they disperse. We follow to the temperature console:]


LUNA


Hey. I haven’t found any vents or anything, but there’s a smaller door round that corner we should check. Any luck with the console?


RILEY


Nope.


[They tap on the screen:]


COMPUTER VOICE


Please enter the command key.


RILEY


(simultaneously, mocking:) “Please enter the command key.”


LUNA


(sympathetic) Yeah, that sounds frustrating.


RILEY


(matter-of-fact) Yeah, it is.


LUNA


There is one other thing I found.


RILEY


What?


LUNA


Weapons.


ANYA


Wha– weapons? (excited) Where?


LUNA


All different kinds. At least some guns, and I think maybe some explosives? There’s caches of them. (cloth rustles as she points:) One in the floor over there, and another hidden in that wall. There’s other stuff too: maintenance supplies and emergency rations, that sort of thing.


ANYA


Oh, that’s gooood. We should stock up!


LUNA


But – (a troubled exhale) Why are there so many here? Who were they supposed to be firing at?


RILEY


We can figure that out later. After we make sure that the other door’s properly blocked. Come on.


[We move back to the Commander’s pod]


[More machinery noises are clicking inside it]


ZACK


Something’s not right. There should be movement by now.


MIRA


Are you sure you activated it correctly?


ZACK


I’m pretty sure. …Yes, I’m sure. It definitely responded. It’s doing something, just not necessarily the right thing?


– We need to get it open.


LEVI


Isn’t that dangerous?


ZACK


If the person’s still in stasis, sure. But not as dangerous as leaving them in there if it’s just a faulty lid.


LEVI


I think Luna found some first aid stuff. I’ll go grab it, just in case.


ZACK


Thanks.


[Footsteps as Levi hurries off]


Mira? Ready on three?


MIRA


Right. One, two, three.


[Cloth rustles as they pull at the pod]


[Several strained grunts; nothing happens]


[Footsteps as the others approach]


ANYA


What are we doing?


LEVI


Zack thinks the Commander might be waking up but stuck in there. We’re trying to open it up. Give us a hand?


MIRA


Right. Everyone, lift on three. One, two… three!


[More straining as everyone pulls]


[Metal scrapes as the pod starts to open]


[Electric sparking; the pulling stops]


[Everyone starts to cough in the air of the newly-opened pod]


[Silence]


LEVI


What happened to them?


ZACK


(blankly) Stasis failure.


[A pause]


MIRA


Fuck!


LUNA


I’m sorry, Mira.


[A rustle of fabric there]


RILEY


How long have they been – like this?


ZACK


It’s hard to say without knowing what went wrong with the pod systems. Maybe a decade? Maybe centuries. Possibly a millennium.


LUNA


They look so old.


ZACK


Everyone does at this stage of decomposition. They might have aged and died naturally without ever waking up.


Or… the life support systems might have cut out suddenly –


ANYA


You said the lid was stuck. Maybe someone else woke them up first! Maybe –


MIRA


(cutting in, quietly) Maybe… we should just try to figure out what to do next.


[Beat.]


LUNA


We could bury them. Back on the farm?


MIRA


Why?


They would’ve hated the farm. It would represent a mission failure. This is where they belong to.


LEVI


We should leave them here. Let them stay at rest like they have been.


RILEY


We broke the pod.


ZACK


Mmm. We could fix it, maybe. Not well enough for stasis, but well enough for–… Well. A coffin.


LUNA


We’ve got tools. I think I saw a welding torch somewhere –


MIRA


Wait. The badge!


LEVI


You don’t think you need the –


MIRA


(speaking over him) Riley, that data port from the command console.


RILEY


No, I – I think you’re right. The command key!


MIRA


Maybe it’s a physical key.


ANYA


Someone should take it, then.


[A long pause.]


MIRA


Right. I… (quiet, unsure) I guess I’ll, um…


[Someone shifts, cloth rustling]


[A noise of disgust – from Luna]


[A tearing sound]


LUNA


Ugh.


[She hands it to Mira:]


Here.


MIRA


…Thanks.


[Footsteps as she departs]


[Riley takes a bracing breath]


RILEY


Levi, you saw them, right? The scratches on the inside of the lid? Do you think that –


LEVI


What I think is we’re better off not pointing them out to Mira. She’s got enough on her plate.


COMPUTER VOICE


Please enter the command key.


Welcome, Commander.


RILEY


Yes!


[Footsteps as the others hurry over to look]


ANYA


The whole station’s on here! It’s even bigger than I thought!


LEVI


We saw a layout a while back, but the scale wasn’t clear. How big are we talking?


ANYA


Vast! At least 20 miles in each direction.


[Levi makes a shocked noise]


MIRA


Right now we need to focus on this room. See if we can get the temperature any higher?


ANYA


(a little singsong) Aye-aye, Commander.


MIRA


Don’t call me that. The Commander’s dead.





[High, solemn music, interspersed with sounds of glass clinking on glass]


ZACK


Is it hot enough yet?


ANYA


Depends how much you want to keep the whistlers away.


ZACK


(so-so) Eh. Pass us some more water, then.


MIRA


Careful with those. We don’t want to run out.


[As she speaks, Zack tears off a water pack.]


LEVI


We’ve got loads in here. And we should be able to find more.


[Zack drinks the water.]


MIRA


You don’t even know where we’re going next.


LEVI


I mean, we’ve got floor plans for the whole station. We can probably even find other hydroponics bays, like the farm.


MIRA


Have you actually looked at the schematic, Levi?


[More whistlers howl in the distance]


LEVI


Not yet, I’ve been reading th–


MIRA


Well – it’s not good.


RILEY


About half the station’s showing some sort of problem, and there’s a whole section of it that should be there but just isn’t giving any kind of status signals at all… (sigh) We think it might be gone.


ANYA


Could it have been hit by something? An asteroid, maybe?


LUNA


Is that what’s gone wrong here? With the station, I mean. However it was meant to work, it obviously wasn’t… this.


LEVI


That’s what I was saying. I’ve been reading… well, briefings, I suppose, for the command crew. Whoever built this station left instructions. Apparently, we – everyone, I mean, all the people on the station – were supposed to wake up when a signal stopped reaching us from Earth.


MIRA


Well… Are we still getting the signal?


LEVI


No. The last time the station picked it up was over six thousand years ago.


[Beat.]


ZACK


Maybe the receiver’s been lost? It could’ve been in that missing section.


LEVI


It’s possible. But the central computer’s been sending its own signal to Earth, and… that’s still going.


RILEY


So, it’s more likely that there’s just – no one left to answer?


LEVI


Maybe they… just can’t hear us, or maybe they can hear us, but can’t get here. Or – (sighs) yeah. Maybe there isn’t anyone. …We don’t know.


ANYA


That signal could be what’s attracted the whistlers!


MIRA


You said there were instructions.


LEVI


Yes, but I don’t think they’re of much use to us.


MIRA


(a rustle as she pushes past him) Let me see. (a few taps on the screen) What are these? Contingency plans?


LEVI


Instructions for different scenarios.


MIRA


Computer: find instructions for an inoperable station.


COMPUTER VOICE


Sorry, file not found.


MIRA


Find instructions for minimal crew.


COMPUTER VOICE


Sorry, file not found.


LEVI


They don’t call us “crew.” You know what they call us? All the way through? We’re not people, or citizens, or inhabitants… we’re “units.”


[Mira lets out a strangled breath]


MIRA


(distasteful) Computer… Find instructions for – (falters) minimal units.


[Music starts playing, quiet and haunting]


COMPUTER VOICE


In the event that identified suitable habitat is insufficient to support full contingent, assign minimal units for termination according to the following schedule until sustainable population is reached.


Terminate units with designation DY and values below 50.


Terminate units with designation DX and values below 50.


Terminate units with designation CY and values below 55.


MIRA


(forcing out the word) Stop!


COMPUTER VOICE


Terminate u–


[Mira hits something. A beep. The voice, and the music, stop.]


[Silence.]


[Luna inhales:]


LUNA


(a little hoarse) What designations are we?


LEVI


Well, I’m a CY. Don’t know what my “value” is, though.


ZACK


I’d rather not know.


LUNA


What were the other scenarios?


LEVI


I didn’t look at all of them. Things like suppressing dissent on the station, what to do if we encountered “alien life sufficiently sentient to hold inviolable right to habitation”…


RILEY


Let me guess. It wasn’t going to be “inviolable.”


LEVI


Mmm.


LUNA


That’s horrible.


ZACK


…Maybe it’s for the best this place never worked.


ANYA


I guess that explains why there’s so many weapons here. They’re better than anything in the rest of the station, too – we should take as many as we can. Now.


LUNA


I don’t want to touch those things.


ANYA


We’re being hunted by monsters.


LUNA


(annoyed) I haven’t forgotten!


RILEY


She does have a point, Luna.


MIRA


It would be good to have some extra defense against the whistlers.


ANYA


Oh, we can do better than that. Look here!


[Cloth rustles & footsteps as she walks over to the console]


Computer, show station schematic with current temperature.


[The computer beeps twice]


ANYA


See here? There’s a sort of five-way junction. Not that far from the missing sectors. It’s much colder than anywhere else on the station, and the status readings are all over the place.


MIRA


You think there’s whistlers there?


ANYA


I think it’s their nest. Where the queen lives.


LUNA


(fascinated) They have a queen? Like bees?


ANYA


Yeah! Or ants. At least I’m pretty sure they do. I’ve never seen her, but – it would make sense with what I’ve seen of the rest of their social structure.


LEVI


Well then. (cloth rustles as he inhales) We’d better stay as far away from there as we can.


ANYA


What? No! I mean we should go there. We have decent weapons now – explosives! If we could kill the queen and destroy the nest…


LUNA


(horrified) You want to wipe them all out.


ANYA


Yes! Exactly.


LUNA


(furious) Did you not just hear any of what’s been going on? You’re just like the people who built this place, thinking they get to decide who counts. What the value of a life is.


ANYA


That’s not the same! Not even a bit the same. This isn’t the whistlers’ home, it’s ours. And they’re the ones killing us off. I’d expect you to see that more than anyone!


RILEY


She’s right, Luna. We could actually make this place safe.


MIRA


Anya, how many whistlers do you think are in this nest?


ANYA


A h– (pauses) I’ve never seen it, so I can’t say for sure… I reckon a few hundred.


[A long beat]


MIRA


It’s too dangerous.


ANYA


Don’t any of you understand what they do? They don’t just sit in their nest waiting for prey to walk into it. They’ll get all of us eventually. If we can’t find a way to hurt them back.


LEVI


We don’t know that. There are places we can defend. We could go back to the farm.


MIRA


And what? Live out our lives like the people buried there?


LEVI


No, like the people who lived there. I was just suggesting an option. You’re free to put forward your own idea.


MIRA


I’m thinking.


[Footsteps quietly departing in the background]


I just need some time to come up with a plan…


[Quiet, calm transitional music]


[We’ve followed Zack and Luna, who wandered off]


ZACK


You okay?


LUNA


Hm? Yeah, I’m fine.


[She considers for a second]


Actually, I don’t really know how I am.


ZACK


Yeah. This is… (he exhales) It’s a lot to take in.


In a way, I suppose it’s nice to have options. But none of them are really –


LUNA


It’s not that. (sighs) It’s more…


You know it was hard for me, waking up. You all knew who you were immediately, but I had to have it explained. And it took a while to make peace with having memories that was sort of hand-me-downs. I still felt like a person, though. And now. Knowing exactly how we’ve been – manufactured, made to the specifications of someone else’s scenarios…


[She sighs again]


ZACK


Yeah. But then, if you think about it… isn’t everyone?


LUNA


Oh – I know this must be just as hard for all of you, too –


ZACK


No, no –


LUNA


– I didn’t mean –


ZACK


– I mean, isn’t everyone made, even back on Earth? When people have a baby, they don’t create a fully formed person, but they try their best to shape one. They probably have a life in mind for their child, even if it’s just to be happy and loved.


Having expectations put on you doesn’t make you inherently different to most people. And if it helps, I think the people who built this place would have hated how we turned out.


[He snorts a little at his own joke]


[Luna laughs, genuine:]


LUNA


Ahaha! Bet they would.


ZACK


I just mean that, maybe we’re all the product of other people, but that doesn’t mean that other people control who we are. I can remember teaching a lot of kids in loads of different places, and every single one of them surprised me. They all had people trying to mold them, and at some point, they all did something we hadn’t accounted for. And whoever decided I should remember all that, didn’t account for the five of us waking up together. Or for Anya spending decades on her own.


LUNA


I guess not. I just really hate the thought of it. What we were meant to do… The more I see of it, the more I can’t stand it. How could I be part of a society that would do – all this, let alone resurrect it?


ZACK


(softly) It’s a hard thing to accept.


LUNA


When we were back in the farm, I collected seeds from all the different plants. I’ve still got them in my bag. I thought that maybe, someday? I could grow them somewhere new.


But now. I just wonder whether we ever found life on any of the worlds we terraformed. And I can’t remember. Because they didn’t think I needed to know. They thought I needed the desire to take life from one place and grow it somewhere new, and that’s exactly what I have. What I am.


And I hate it.


ZACK


And that’s why it’s not who you are. Because you have that hate in you. They’d never let you keep that if they had a choice.


All those contingencies, all those scenarios were because whatever they called us, they knew they were making people. And people are messy, and weird, and unpredictable… Maybe we remember some things they wanted us to and we have some skills they gave us, but nobody who lives thousands of years ago gets to decide who we are or what we do now we’re here!


MIRA


(voice coming from a distance away) I didn’t say that, Levi! I said you could be a little bit patronising sometimes.


LUNA


Yeah. Thanks. You’re right.


[The quiet music from before fades out]


[We move back to Mira and Levi, still arguing:]


MIRA


Yes, Levi, I know how dangerous it is. Every possible thing we do at this point is dangerous.


LEVI


That doesn’t mean we can just disregard the risks!


MIRA


I’m not disregarding them–! (sighs in frustration) I just think it’s worth considering!


[Levi also sighs in frustration]


ANYA


So my plan’s too dangerous, but you think getting inside a millennia-old metal box and flinging yourself into space is (mockingly) “worth considering”?


MIRA


It’s not a metal box. It’s an escape shuttle.


RILEY


But it would be flinging ourselves into space.


[Approaching footsteps]


ZACK


What’s going on?


MIRA


We found a shuttle bay on the station plans. Status updates say most of them are still functional.


ZACK


That’s great!


ANYA


Is it? What’s out there!? We’re a lightyear away from the nearest star system, and the star charts are all fried, so we have no idea which one it is.


ZACK


So it could be Earth, or Lagadha, or anywhere.


LUNA


Or it could be nothing but rocks and gas.


ZACK


Do the shuttles have light speed?


LEVI


We don’t know yet.


ANYA


How are you even thinking about this!? We’re already somewhere we know we can survive. And now we have a way to take care of the whistlers!


MIRA


And by “take care” of them, you mean feed ourselves to them.


ANYA


Oh, this is ridiculous.


LEVI


Anya’s got a point. Like, we know we can survive here. We can even focus on something other than survival.


MIRA


We’re not going back to the farm, Levi.


LEVI


Mira, you can’t make that call for everyone.


[Departing footsteps in the background]


You’re not in charge just because you’re holding the Commander’s badge.


[We move a distance away from the others, to the two people who wandered off:]


ANYA


Riley, I know you understand. We need to destroy that nest if we want to survive here.


RILEY


(sighs, troubled) I don’t know. I mean, you know whistlers better than anyone…


ANYA


And I say this needs to happen! One swift blow and it’s all over!


RILEY


How can we make them understand that, though?


ANYA


They never will. They’re so obsessed with what the weapons were supposed to do, they can’t see what they could do for us now!


RILEY


So… (sighs again) What do we do?


ANYA


We do what they need us to do. What they can’t do themselves!


RILEY


No, I can’t just leave them. What if something happ–


ANYA


Look at them, Riley. (lower) They’re scared. They can’t bring themselves to do what needs to be done!


RILEY


I – (sighs) I don’t know – I’m scared too.


ANYA


Then face those fears. You’re the only one I trust to have my back.


[We cut back to:]


LEVI


I don’t see anything wrong with that! There’s beauty in what you think of as a small life, Mira.


MIRA


I’m sure there is. But we won’t get to have one no matter what we do! And I don’t want to be just another skeleton or mummified corpse to be found by the next unlucky souls who wake up there.


ZACK


Is this still about the farm?


LEVI


No!


MIRA


(simultaneously) Yes!


LUNA


Look, I loved the farm, but I don’t think I could live my whole life there.


LEVI


We could live –


MIRA


Wait. Where’s Riley? And Anya?


ZACK


I don’t know. I saw them talking a minute ago.


MIRA


(to herself) Shit. (louder) Is that so much to ask, that people stop just sneaking off?


[She sighs angrily]


Come on. Before Riley gets themselves eaten.


	





    OTCW007 – Fall Away



	
		[A pneumatic hiss]


[Machinery works in the background]


[Metal clinks on the ground as footsteps continue, then stop]


ANYA


Here. This should be the one.


RILEY


Finally. I know you said it was going to be hot in here, but oof.


ANYA


No other way to get this close to the queen without them swarming us. You saw the schematics.


RILEY


Why would they have a pipe this hot so near to their nest, anyway?


ANYA


This close to the reactor, ther’s a lot of ambient heat. They want to keep themselves cool. It’s got to be redirected somewhere.


RILEY


Mmm. Lucky us.


ANYA


What I don’t understand is why they set their nest up here in the first place.


[Another pneumatic hiss]


RILEY


Only one way to find out, I guess. You’re sure this is the right one?


ANYA


I’m sure.


[The whistlers howl in the distance, growing closer as they walk]


RILEY


Shit.


How many do you think there are?


ANYA


(audible shrug) Enough.


RILEY


What is that thing?


ANYA


(surprised) I don’t know. It’s huge. Must have come through the bulkhead.


RILEY


I think – Anya, I think it’s a ship of some kind. It must be how they came here?


ANYA


Maybe? Or maybe it’s how they nest.


RILEY


I don’t see anything that looks like a queen, though. They all look… normal. What’s this queen supposed to look like, anyway?


ANYA


Big. Big enough to spawn the rest of them.


RILEY


Hold on – hand me those binoculars.


[A pause]


Nope, nothing like that. They all look normal. Well – as far as “normal” as a whi–


(spotting something) Oh. No, hang on.


[Binoculars adjust]


Eggs. I see eggs.


ANYA


But not what’s laying them?


RILEY


I think –


[Pause as they keep adjusting the focus]


Oough, it looks like they can all lay them. I don’t think there is a queen.


ANYA


(darkly) Well, it doesn’t matter.


[As Riley speaks, we can hear Anya taking off her bag and opening it]


RILEY


What do you mean it doesn’t matter, of course it matters! The plan was to take the queen out from afar, and then run.


[Silence]


Anya… What was the plan?


ANYA


The plan was for you to cover me. Then run!


[Beat]


RILEY


Is that what I think it is?


ANYA


Found it in a munitions locker. Should take out this whole section.


RILEY


And you with it?


ANYA


We don’t have time to argue.


RILEY


So I’m supposed to just let you kill yourself.


ANYA


And then –


RILEY


No! I refuse, I will no–


Wait.


Where did they all go?


[Silence]


[A low, roar-like whistle]


[It comes again, from another side]


ANYA


Too late.





[Anxious footsteps]


LUNA


They’ve taken some of the explosives.


MIRA


Does anyone know where they might have gone?


LEVI


Anya wanted to go to the nest.


ZACK


They wouldn’t have gone on their own, surely…


[As they speak, there is faint rhythmic pounding from outside the room, like the whistlers are still trying to get in]


MIRA


Anya’s been fighting whistlers and not doing much else for decades.


LEVI


Yeah, she might have talked Riley into going alone.


LUNA


I think they went through the side door. They can’t have too much of a head start.


MIRA


Right. Does anyone know how to use any of these weapons?


[A long silence]


(resigned) Just me, then. Everyone else, grab some flares. We might be able to catch up with them if we hurry.


[Quick footsteps as they disperse]





ANYA


No luck?


RILEY


Looks like they’re waiting outside all of the vents leading into the heating pipes.


ANYA


It’s the same that way.


RILEY


There must be other ways out.


ANYA


There are two. One into the reactor, and one into open space.


[Riley sighs]


RILEY


Shit.


[The rhythmic pounding continues. It is louder here.]


Shut up! Why don’t they just come in and get it over with?


ANYA


Too hot for them. And besides, they don’t need to!


RILEY


Can’t stay in here forever. – So what’s the plan?


ANYA


Same as it was before.


RILEY


You’re still planning to blow yourself up?


ANYA


Well, I hope to take more of them with me, but at least I’ll get the eggs. And it should distract them enough for you to get out of here.


RILEY


No. I’m not going to let you do it.


ANYA


How are you going to stop me? I’m the one with the bomb.


RILEY


(sure) If you go out there, I’m coming with you.


ANYA


What are you talking about!? No you’re not.


RILEY


Are you going to blow me up as well?


ANYA


Oh this is ridiculous. Just let me go.


RILEY


No.


ANYA


Riley… This is what I’m for. I kill things.


RILEY


That isn’t true. You saved us.


ANYA


I almost killed you.


RILEY


But you didn’t! And without you, we would never have made it as far as we have. We need you.


ANYA


Everyone’s on their own in the end. Even if this won’t stop them all, it will hurt them more than I ever have.


My entire life, hunting these things, being hunted, it’s all I’ve done! So that’s how I end.


[Beat]


RILEY


It doesn’t have to be.


ANYA


(scoffs) What’s the alternative? What else am I good for? I’ve seen how the others look at me. Like I’m something to be pitied. Like I’m broken.


RILEY


We’re all broken, Anya. And you’re worth more than blowing yourself up to kill a few dozen whistlers.


ANYA


(acerbic) So what else do I do?


RILEY


(firm) That’s up to you. But I know that you’re more useful alive than you are dead.


[Beat]


ANYA


You – really think so?


RILEY


I do. And so do the others!


[Another beat]


ANYA


…Fine.


[Fabric rustles as she hands over the bomb]


Take the thing. Green switch on the side should disarm it.


[Riley exhales in relief]


[A hiss as the bomb is disarmed]


ANYA


So what now? We’re still trapped.


[A few clinks of gunfire from outside]


ZACK


(distant) Riley!


LEVI


(distant) Down there?


RILEY


(calling up to them) We’re here!


MIRA


(distant) This way! Hurry!


RILEY


I knew it! Hah! Come on, Anya.





[Running footsteps]


[Panting breaths]


LEVI


Mira, the door!


[The door slams shut]


[The soundscape instantly falls away, with only the sound of everyone’s breathing left]


ZACK


At least it was quicker to get in with the Commander’s key!


[Several people are still catching their breaths]


ANYA


They’re not going anywhere this time. There’s too many of them, and they are very angry.


MIRA


Then we need to find a way out of here. One where they can’t follow.


ANYA


Our best bet’s probably a maintenance tunnel. Something cut off from the main corridors.


RILEY


I’ll check the plans, see if there’s anything leading away from the bridge.


[Hurried footsteps as they go. There are beeps from the console as Mira keeps speaking:]


MIRA


Good. I’ll guard the door. Levi, Zack, Luna, gather as many supplies as you can. We probably won’t be back here for a while. Anya, help Riley.


ANYA


You’re not in charge of me.


LEVI


You know the station better than anyone, Anya. Please.


[Beat]


ANYA


Fine.


[She shoves herself to her feet]


MIRA


Riley, anything?


RILEY


Still looking. There’s a maintenance tunnel through the floor, but it looks like it just doubles back into the corridors.


ANYA


The whistlers could be halfway over this level by now.


MIRA


Well, is there anywhere on another level we could get to?


ZACK


What about those shuttles?


LEVI


Wh–this is hardly the time to decide –


ZACK


Just the shuttle bay, then. That would be far enough away to give us some breathing room, right?


MIRA


Could we get there?


RILEY


I think we could probably get to the nearest lift.


ANYA


(darkly) Most of them don’t work.


RILEY


We might be able to fix it?


MIRA


Any better options?


RILEY


None I’ve found yet. I-I can keep looking…


[A beat]


MIRA


Let’s try the lift. I’ll do what I can with the controls here. Levi, cover the door for me.


RILEY


Right. We should be able to get down through here.


ANYA


I’ll get the tools.


[Footsteps as she goes]


LEVI


Wait. I think there’s some communicators in with the supplies. (rustles as he reaches into a bag) Here, take one of these with you.


[They depart]


[A beat]


H-How do I–


MIRA


(firmly) Just keep it pointed at the door, and squeeze the trigger as soon as you see movement.


LEVI


Right. Thanks.


MIRA


Riley, Anya, can you hear me?


RILEY


(staticky through communicator) Yeah, it’s working.


MIRA


Great. Keep us updated. I think I’ve found the lift you’re heading to on the plans, so I should be able to monitor its status.


LEVI


(exhales sharply) If we do manage to make it to the shuttle bay… we’re not really leaving, are we?


ZACK


Why not? What would we stay for, really?


LEVI


Well – what about the fact that there are still hundreds of thousands of people here stuck in stasis?


ZACK


They’ll be stuck in stasis whether we’re here or not. This place is far too broken for us to try waking them all. And that’s only as long as we can try them one at a time… and how many of them relate to the Commander?


LEVI


W-w-we could at least try!


ZACK


I’m sorry, Levi, but we’re more likely to turn those pods into coffins than to get anyone out of them.


LEVI


And if they wake up anyway? Like we did, or Anya’s group?


LUNA


What if they don’t? Do you really want to spend your life waiting for strangers who might never show up?


LEVI


It’s not just about the others. The six of us could build a life together, at least. Leaving the station isn’t safe.


[A few particularly loud bangs outside the wall-shield]


MIRA


Hah.


LEVI


Well it’s safer than out there! …Maybe there’s another farm in some other part of the station. Like, further away from the whistlers.


ZACK


Sure. We may be able to find somewhere like that if we stayed. But leaving! We could find something so much better.


LUNA


Shouldn’t we at least try to find out what else is out there? If there’s anyone left from Earth? Or other life we could live alongside?


LEVI


God – Mira, you can’t think this is a good idea!


MIRA


I don’t. But I don’t necessarily think it’s a good idea to stay here, either.


But, if we have to choose – and it looks like we might… I don’t know what I’d be outside of the station. I can remember being other places… but they don’t exist anymore. The only thing I know I can do is try to keep us all alive, here and now.


[She sighs]


Which is what I’m trying to do now, if you don’t mind.





[Tinkering noises, rhythmic]


ANYA


Still glad you stopped me blowing up the nest?


RILEY


Yeah. I think I’d rather go out trying to live than trying to kill.


ANYA


Maybe you’re right. I’m sorry for dragging you down there.


RILEY


You didn’t drag me. I chose to go.


ANYA


How much do you think the others really want to fly off into space?


RILEY


(a considering breath) Well, I guess Zack’s keen. Luna too, I think. Obviously Levi doesn’t want to, but I’m not really sure why, and – I can’t tell what Mira wants.


ANYA


But you don’t want to go.


RILEY


I – wouldn’t have thought so, before, but… maybe.


ANYA


Because of the whistlers?


[Beat]


RILEY


No – well, actually yeah, a bit, but mostly… Well, what would we actually do if we stayed? I hate the thought of just waiting here!


ANYA


(darkly) Like me.


RILEY


No – you’ve had the whistlers to deal with, you’ve been fighting all this time. I guess I thought maybe that would be what I could do too, but… I don’t think that’s actually what I want. …I’m sorry.


ANYA


Why are you sorry? You’re not me.


[Riley exhales a laugh]


RILEY


Right.


ANYA


It would be nice if you stayed, though.


RILEY


I’m not saying I definitely want to leave, I just mean… I can see how it might be – hope. For some other life. Something to focus on that isn’t just survival, it’s –


ANYA


Wait!


[A long, tense silence]


[A very far-off whistle]


[The sound of resin, squelching]


[Soft transitional music begins to play]


[Two other far-off whistles, answering]


[Another, then another…]





[Static as the communicator turns on]


RILEY


(fuzzy over communicator) Mira! Are you there?


MIRA


Yeah. I’m here. What’s your status?


RILEY


(fuzzy) We’ve got time, but they’re pretty close.


MIRA


We’d better be quick, then. Can you access the lift’s controls?


RILEY


(fuzzy) Yes. But there’s no power supply, it’s completely dead.


MIRA


(to herself) Shit. Let me look…


[A few beeps as she taps]


(exhales) Looks like it’s still connected. I might be able to reroute power.


[Footsteps approaching from behind]


LUNA


Mira–… Can we talk?


MIRA


Er – not really the best time right now.


LUNA


Well there might not be another time, that’s – kind of the point.


MIRA


– Fine. What’s wrong?


LUNA


No – nothing’s wrong, I just –


Well. You said earlier you couldn’t think what your life could be outside the station. Well I didn’t want to say it with Levi and Zack right there, but…


I – could be part of your life. (raw) Like… a big part. I know that’s not enough, but… maybe we could be a start? And we’d – figure out the rest together?


MIRA


I… um…


(slow, sincere) I might like that.


[Luna laughs, quiet but joyous]


LUNA


(audibly smiling) Good.


[Mira huffs out a laugh, too]


[Then an exhale as she remembers:]


MIRA


But we can talk about this later. There’ll be time. I promise.


RILEY


(staticky) Mira, how’s it looking on the console?


MIRA


Er – yep. Should be working any second.


[Her voice becomes staticky as we move over to Riley and Anya]


MIRA


(staticky over communicator) Let me know as soon as it lights up.


[A short ping!]


RILEY


That’s it! Give me a second.


[They yank open a panel; metal squeaks as they work]


[An error noise]


RILEY


(hissing) Shit. What now?


[The whistlers are getting louder in the distance]


ANYA


Riley…


RILEY


I know, I know!


MIRA


(staticky) What’s happening? Is it working?


RILEY


It’s saying something about an override? I think you need to call it up from there.


ANYA


Can we do it from down here?


RILEY


…No. The folks who built this place really didn’t want anyone but the Commander accessing these shuttles. – Mira?


[Our focus shifts back to Mira and the others]


[The banging on the shields from before is now much louder]


[Luna is breathing very fast in the background]


MIRA


I – yep. I think I found it. One second…


[Electric sparks; metal caves in]


[Luna screams]


MIRA


Go! Get down to the others!


LUNA


I don’t –


MIRA


I’m right behind you!


[Hurried footsteps in the background as Luna, Levi, and Zack run]


[Two beeps from the console]


MIRA


(calling) Got it!


[Tense music]


[Metal rattles – a hatch closing]


LUNA


I can’t see Mira!


LEVI


She’s on her way.


ZACK


Riley?


RILEY


(a little further off) Come on!


ANYA


They’re coming. I’ll cover you.


[Her gun charges up]


[The doors slide open]


RILEY


Get in! Hurry!


ZACK


You’re sure it’s safe?


RILEY


Nope!


ANYA


Where’s Mira?


LEVI


Still on her way.


ANYA


(doubtful) Uh…


LEVI


(firm) We wait as long as we can.


ANYA


We already have! We’ve got to go!


LUNA


(voice raising in panic) We can’t just –


RILEY


Wait!


LUNA


Mira!


LEVI


She’s here!


[The elevator doors slide shut, and the noises cut off]


[Mira groans in pain]


[Two last shots from outside]


[Everyone catches their breath as the lift works its way upwards]


RILEY


Well that was…


ZACK


Everyone okay? Any injuries?


LUNA


I think we’re alright. Somehow.


[Silence as the lift continues rattling on its journey]


[It stops with a slight clunk]


[The doors slide open with a ding!]


[Soft, wondering music]


LEVI


Is this it?


ZACK


Where are the shuttles?


RILEY


Well, they should be straight down this way.


LEVI


(deliberately neutral) Is that where we’re going?


MIRA


…For now.


LEVI


Right.


[Nothing but the sound of their footsteps, and the music]





[Riley exhales thoughtfully]


RILEY


This is it.


[Their voice echoes a little in the cavernous space]


ZACK


It’s huge.


MIRA


It should be. There’s space for nine shuttles.


[Footsteps as everyone walks around slowly]


LUNA


Well, there’s definitely not more than eight! This bay’s empty.


LEVI


This one too.


ANYA


This one’s still here! Next one too.


ZACK


Look at the size of them!


Hang on, looks like there’s a status panel. Mira, could you…


MIRA


Sure.


[She walks over; a few beeps as she taps]


There’s fuel… (beep) stocked… (beep, beep) and functional. (beep, beep) Designed to carry up to three hundred passengers for up to two years.


And… (surprised and pleased) yeah. It has light speed.


ZACK


Sounds like a pretty good option.


RILEY


We still don’t know what’s out there.


LEVI


I say we vote on it. Whatever we do, we do together.


RILEY


Seems fair.


[A long silence]


[A rustle as one person shifts:]


ZACK


I vote we go. There are a few star systems we could easily reach in this thing. We don’t know what’s there, of course…


LUNA


I say we find out. I vote to go.


RILEY


I –


Yeah. Me too. I’m sorry, Levi.


LEVI


No. You know what, I-I… (firm) I vote to go as well.


MIRA


(surprised) Really. You’re sure?


LEVI


Yeah. I think I am.


ZACK


What made you change your mind?


LEVI


D’you remember that graveyard we found back at the farm?


ZACK


I never went to see it myself, but – yeah, I remember.


LEVI


You missed out. …It was kind of lovely, actually. Flowers had grown all over it, with just these markers poking through. There must have been about… what, a-a hundred of them?


But there was one that hadn’t been filled in. It was just a pit in the ground next to the rest, with a body laying at the bottom. Just bones, curled up like they might have just – fallen asleep there and never woken up.


They must have buried everyone they’d ever known until they were the last one alive.


The more I think about it – the more I realize that if we stay, if we go back to the farm or find another one, like I wanted… well, that’s the best-case scenario. I don’t want to be the last one left, and I don’t want any of us to be – (voice breaking slightly) maybe I still will be, just on a ship, you know, instead of a station. But I think I’m going to choose to hope for something better. Or try, you know, anyway.


Besides, some of the other ships are already gone.


ZACK


Maybe there are others already out there!


RILEY


We don’t know for sure…


LEVI


But I say let’s find out.


MIRA


So it’s decided. We go.


ANYA


No.


RILEY


(surprised) No?


ANYA


I’m not going.


RILEY


Anya – no, we’re not just going to leave you here on your own!


ANYA


You’ve all only been here for – what, a month? But I’ve lived here for decades. If there is anything else out there, it’s not for me.


RILEY


But you’d be a–


ANYA


(overlapping) Alone.


(audible shrug) I’m very used to it. And I was thinking, maybe other people will wake up. Like you said they might. And maybe I can help them. If I’m still here.


Maybe I’ll even send them on after you.


RILEY


I – (torn) I could stay. Help you out.


ANYA


(not unkindly) No you couldn’t. Thank you, Riley, for everything, but… You belong with them. Not with me.


MIRA


…If you’re sure about this, then you should take the badge.


[Metal clasps, then unclasps]


ANYA


Oh! Oh, I guess that makes me the Commander!


MIRA


I guess it does.


ANYA


Thank you.


MIRA


Permission to disembark, Commander.


[A switch is pressed; a wall lifts]


ANYA


(grandly) Permission granted.


LEVI


Goodbye, Anya. Keep safe.


ANYA


I’ll try my best.


[A pause]


ZACK


Come on, Luna. Let’s see what’s out there.


LUNA


Can’t wait. Goodbye, Anya.


[Their footsteps fade into the background]


RILEY


Will you be okay?


ANYA


Well I’m not the one heading out into a vast and uncaring universe!


RILEY


I’m not so sure about that.


ANYA


I’ve survived many, many years on my own. I’ll manage.


…But I will miss you.


[Fabric rustles]


RILEY


(a little muffled) I’ll miss you too.


[Footsteps as they, too, depart]


[Metal squeaks as the shuttle adjusts into position]


LEVI


Do you think you can keep us alive out there as well?


MIRA


I’ll try. Things will be different, though, on a ship. Day in… day out. We’ll need a lot more than we need me.


LEVI


Do you think we’ll find anything?


[A beat.]


MIRA


All we can do is hope.


[Soft, sweeping music fades in]


ANYA


Good luck.


[The faint sound of the shuttle coming to life, then sliding out of the bay]


[The music slowly, slowly fades out]


[Anya’s lone footsteps recede into the distance]
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